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Importance otherwise,* was singled out by the orthodox 
communists for extermination. The attitude of the PSUC 
to the POUM can be summed up in this statement by the 

i 

•PSUC leader, Juan Comorera, in July 1937: 

... The enemies are on the other side of 
the trenches; the enemies are the fascists, 
the Trotskyists and the uncontrollables, the 
second two of which are already in frank and 
happy liquidation. We must remain firm and 
implacable against these enemies of the people 
and we will continue to be so until we have 
completely exterminated them. We do not 
consider Trotskyism and its expression in 
Catalonia, the P.O.U.M., a political Party. 

It is not a political Party; it 1 b, as the 
counter-revolutionary May rising clearly 
demonstrated, a fascist agency, the organizer 
of a counter-revolutionary 'putBch' the 
detraotor of the U.S.S.R., the division!st 
factor in the Antifascist Popular Front, the 
. most dangerous, most hypocritical enemy of.the 
proletariat and of the antifascist people. 


1. The rage with which the Independent Labor Party, the 
POUM counterpart in England, greeted the communist campaign 
to wipe out their comrades is, in the context of the time, 
Completely understandable. Still it must be pointed out 
that such statements as that of F/'enner Brockway that the 
POUM was fiercely attacked by the communists because it was 
"the main Instrument in resisting the counter-revolutionary 
tendencies of the Government" are absurd. The Truth About 
Barcelona (London: Independent Labor Party, n.d.) p.6. 


2. Juan Comorera, El camino del Frgnte Popular Antl-Fasclsta 
es el oamlno de la Victoria (informs present ado en la Prlmera 
Conferencla Naclonal del Partldo Socialists Unlficado de 
Catalunya I.C. por su Secretarlo General. 2li Julio die 1937 ). 
Ediciones del Secretariado de Agitaci^n y Propaganda del 
P.8.U., p.32. 
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In the second week of December 1936^ the PSUC 
precipitated a oriels in the Council of the Generalltat ^ 

f 

by threatening to withdraw — read Withdraw Soviet arms* —' 
if the POUM Councillor of Justice, Andres Nin, (who was 
murdered by the communists in 1937) were not excluded 

j 

from the Council. The PSUC gave two reasons for this 

demand: first, that .the POUM had in speeches and its 

. # ’ 1 ! 1 1 f 

press criticized certain of the decrees and actions of 
the Generalltat which it considered counter-revolutionary. 

"Is there any other ,reason why our party should press for 
the elimination of the POUM?" a reporter asked Comorera. 

"Yes", replied Comorera, "its unspeakable anti- 7 .) 
Soviet campaign.,..... To .combat the U.S.S.R. at this time 

p 

is to commit treason. We are against traitors." 

The CNT, which had. never any reason to side with 
the POUM, which had usually issued pompous political 

t . • • 



1. On November 27 the Soviet Co^nsul in Barcelona, 
Antonio Ovseenko, even attacked the POUM openly, by 

a letter to the press. SeaJelllnek, op. clt .. p. 516. 

2. "El actual momento politico de Cataluna", Xa Noche 
No. 3463 (December 14, 1936), 12. 
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advice to the anaroho-sjjjgiicallsts, spoke up against 
the, PSUC, maneuver. But the tone of CUT objections 
was yielding, not insistent: 

If, in spite of everything, one sector 
wants to displace another and not remember the 
' common interests of the proletariat. •., the 
National Confederation of Labor solemnly 
' declares that it will not.fall in its duty, 

that it has never abandoned, nor will it. 
abandon any of the places of danger or 
responsibility.**' 

*1* '* 

When the new Oeneralltat Council was announced 

the CNT sought bravely to explain that a genuine class’- 

based Government had at last been formed: that the 

political parties had finally been excluded. "In fact 

the former PSUC representatives were now simply listed 

as spokesmen for the yGT, which, the CNT suggested, 

would also represent the POUM* The fisquerra and 

Rabassaire representatives had to be viewed, urged 

the CNT, as representatives of the middle classes and 

'2 

the peasants rather than of political parties. It was 
not a happy exercise in political analysis. Here is the 
Oeneralltat Council formed in mid-December 1936: 


1. "La Confederaclon Regional del Trabajo de Cataluna, ai 
pueblo", Solidarldad Obrera. Wo. 1457 (December 13# 1936)# 12. 

2. "Las. Crganizaolones proletaries y! la pequena burguesfa, 
base del Consejo de la Qeneralidad"# Solldarldad Obrera. 

Nb. 1460 (December 17, 1936), 1. 








Health and Social AbbI stance Pedro Herrera CRT 

Public Services J. Juan Domenech CUT ’ 

defense Fraheieco iBgleas CNT 

Economy D. A. de Santlllan CUT 

Supplies Juan Comorera UOT, 

Labor Miguel Valdes HOT 

Justice Rafael Vidiella HOT 

Finance Jose Tarradellae’ Esquerra 

Internal Security Art^mio Alguade Esquerra 

Public Instruction. Jose^Maria Sbert Esquerra 

Agriculture • Jose Cal vet Rabassaires 


The Attack on Workers* Control COrranlttees 
Having gained this Initial victory, oyer .the POUM,. the 1 
PSUC next sought to hit at the main enemy: the GNT. A great 
campaign developed,in the PSUC press, in speeches and on wall . 
posters, clamoring Tor the dissolution of all workers' . 
committees and the centralization of all economic,; political, 
military and policing powers In the hands of the Government, j 
For example, the communists took a militant Stand against 
the sooialization of food distribution, the system inaugurated ( 
and run by the CNT. At the same time the, PSUC lambasted 
the agricultural collectives. 



Toward the end of 1936 a dispute began between the \ 
CRT and the PSUC over the control of food supplies for v ’ ^ 

Barcelona • Juan Comorera, the PSUC leader and. new . 

' • - . . 

Councillor of supplies, came into office In the midst of j 
a serious shortage of wheat. Comorera immediately accused ' 


his predecessor, Joee^ Juan Domenech of the CNT, of having I 

4 * . * 4 - 





allowed the scarcity to develop and blamed the bread ' 

shortage on the collectivist system of distribution which 
the anarcho-syndicalist a had developed from the .start of 
the war on the basis of peasant committees. Comorera l 

restored the supplying of bread to private trade; the CNT 
howled that this waB the cause of the shortage and consequent 
bread lines and riots.^ Whether it was anarcho-syndicalist 
maladministration or the return of bread distribution to 

2 

private trade that caused the shortage, the PSUC and CNT 
launched mutual recriminations which at bottom expressed 
the struggle between the revolutionary trade unions and the 
Catalan bourgeoisie for control of the economy. 

OnJanuary 23 the Catalan section of the UCT held its 
first Congreso de Traba.ladorea de la Tlerra and stated t 

publicly its antipathy forthe agrarian collectives. ’’LESS' 
COLLECTIVIST ATTEMPTS AND MOPE PRODUCTS” read a large banner . 
stretched across the stage in the meeting-hall. The 

t 

communist leader Victor Colome warned the UCT congress: 


1. See Borkenau, The.Spanish Cockpit, pp.182-86 for an 
excellent analysis of the bread dispute. 

2. For example, one CNT-FAI weekly wrote that the only reason 
the Supplies Councillor was pursuing this policy was to prevent 
the free exchange of products between one collective and 
another and thus attack the entire system of collectives. 

"De los Abastecimientos”, . ’Human!smo .* (Rlpoll), No. 26 
(March 27, 1937). 1- 
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It ia necessary to do away quickly v/ith 
the ''confusionist”—In some comarcas chaotic-- 
situation which exists at present in the 
Catalan countryside. Although you are the 
ones y/ho must decide if collectivization ia 
the thing to support or not, we must tell 
you that We do not advocate it because we do 
not think that now is the opportune time for 
it. 1 

The Rabasaaires thus found that their strongest allies 
in their opposition to the agrarian collectives were the 
Unified Socialist Party of Catalonia and the UGT. It 
must be remembered that outside Catalonia the UGT was a 
revolutionary organization which Supported rural collec¬ 
tives and maintained fairly cordial relations with the 
CRT** In Valencia the UGT and CUT even published a 
joint newspaper; this would have been impossible in . 
Catalonia, where the PSUC-UGT had become the bastion of 
the small businessman and the landowning peasant. . So 
deep wae the antagonism of the two organizations in the 
countryside that in on© Instance, in the little town of 
Pat are 11a in the province of Tarragona, UGT and CUT 
peasants, clashed bitterly on January 23 when the anarchist 
minority attempted to Impose collectivization on the anti- - 
collectivist majority. The small peasant landholders 
rose In arms against the CRT missionary group. Police 


1. peirats, op. cit. . vol. II, pp. 170-71. 
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forces and Workers' Patrols were rushed in from 
Barcelona and a number of peasants were! killed in the 
subsequent repression* The role at. Fatarella of the 
Workers' 1 Patrols, which the CNT dominated, was ably 
exploited by a PSUC campaign which laid entire res¬ 
ponsibility for the events on the CNF* The continuing 
onslaught which the PSUC and the Communist Party deve¬ 
loped against the anaroho-syndicalist agrarian collectives 

*' ! 1 1 

in 1937 has already been Indicated in an earlier chapter. ,t 

With respect to collectivism in industry, the PSUC V 

did not undertake a fervent drive against CMP control <y v /" 

• „ / 

until April and May of 1937* The superiority of the 
anarcho-syndicalists in the factories of Catalonia made 
it more difficult for the PSUC to hit at workers' control 
here than it had been to attack the CNT in the country¬ 
side, where it was confronted by the strong Rabassaire 
organization* But in these months the PSUC began to 
attack the administration of the Catalan war industries 1 
by workers' committees* The communists urged that the 
factories, submit to the centralized oontrol of the Repub- / 

i 

lican Government, which would fit them into an overall 
economic plan* 


1, See ’above, pj>. 349-50. 




Although the Esquerra and the COT were at odds on 
most Issues, they had been able to cooperate in the task 
of transforming Catalan factories* particularly in the 

f ' • / i 

metallurgy industry, for the production of war materiel, 

Eugenio Valleijo of the COT had taken the lead in this 

r 

. ■ ' o 

work from his post on the Commission of War Industries* 

; f 

He had enjoyed the support of Jose Tarradellas of the 
Esquerra, the Finance Councillor* In January Tarradellas 
had been subjected to a barrage of criticism, from the 
anarchists when he announced a aeries of fifty-eight 
decrees which greatly augmented his financial powers over 
the economy and imposed a number of restrictions on the 
industrial collectives of the CNF* But in April even 

4 * 1 t . , 

Tarradellas defended tbs achievements of the war industry 
of Catalonia against the mounting criticism from the PSUC* 


1 . 

2 . 

3 • 


For production, figures for Catalan industry during the 
war and an indication of some of the conflicts between 


Madrid and Catalonia and between the CUT and the ^communists, 
see De Companys a Indaleolo Prieto t Document agio n Sobre 
las Industrlas <ste™Querra en Cataluna (BUenoa Alrest 
Ediclones, del Servicio de Propaganda Espana, 1039). 


"El camarada Eugenio Vallejo ha dado ingmlso a las Indus- 
trias de guerra", Solldarldad Obrera . Nb* 1533 (March 12, 
1037), 2. 

See, for oxatnple, "Contra el retorno do un sietema politico- 
burgues". Ideas (Porfcavoz somanal del Movlcdento Libertario 
de la Coraarca del Bajo Llobregat), No. 5 (January 28, 1937), 
1. The fifty-eight decrees are summed up in ”Un example de 
1’activite retrograde de la-bourgeoisie* Lea 68 d£crets 
de la O^n^raliti", La R<fvolutIon Eanagnole . No* 33, 

(February 15, 1937)7T: " 




It .was only in the months after the fall of the Largo 
Caballero Government in May 1937 that the socialists and 
communists in the new coalition were able, to the advantage 
of the Central Government, to make progressive inroads on 
the autonomy of Catalan industry. Yet the PSUC attacks on 
collectivization in industry, as in agriculture, were, even 
before May, important elements in increasing the hostility 
between communists and anarcho-syndicalists, . 

C* Terrorl am. 

The communists made use of another effective weapon 
against the anarcho-syndicalistst terrorism. On September 
14, 1936, Yagoda, the then chief of the Ogpu, held a 
conference in Moscow for the purpose of establishing, on 
the instructions of Stalin, a branch of the Soviet secret 
police in Spain, By the end of the year the Ogpu, or as it ■ 

was called, in Spain, the "Cheka”, had instituted its Own 

| 

prisons, was conducting its own arrests, trials, executions 
and assassinations, 1 The Chekist terror became particularly 


1, Krivitsky, op, clt ». pp. loo-Ol, On the communist terror* 
see alsos / 

4-Marcel Ollivler. Lea Journees sanglantes de 
Barcelona/SPartaoUa , No• ,7 (Paris, h.d«)', 

Katia landau, Le stallnlsme en Bapagno . in 
Spartacus . NO, 11 (June”’i»38), Paris. 

Orwell, op, pit ,. pp« 209-42, 

Morrow, op, cit,, pp. 60-62, 67®68, . 125-132# 
BOrkenau. TKe’ Spanish Cockpit , pp, 252-67. 
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marked In 1037, Said Solldarldad Obrera In April: 

With the repetition of new cases of political 
terrorism, it is becoming clear that the "Chekist" ^ 
organizations recently discovered in Madrid.. .are " 
directly linked Up to each other, with other 
centers of the same sort, .acting under one single . 
direction and in obedience to a preconceived 
national plan. 1 

In Madrid the Counciilor of Public Order for the 

. ■ * 

Defense Junta there, the Communist Central Party Committee 

/ 

member, Jose Cazorla, was discovered in. April to have been 
arresting workers and then, upon their acquittal by the 
Popular Tribunal, taking them to secret prisons. Later 
in April the CUP published the details of the unearthing 
and arrest of the members of a communist Cheka organization 
in MUrcia which was maintaining, with the support of the 
civil governor, private Jails and torture chasribers/* 

Already in December CNT of Madrid had.been suspended 

! * ‘ 

by the 6'oramunist censorship there and the newspaper was 
banned on several other occasions during the spring of 1937. 
One of these bans was caused by .a report in CMT on the 
shooting, in one day in the village of Mora do Toledo, of 



1« "Bl Terrorlamo Politico en Punciones", No.' 1571 
(April 25, 1937), 2. 

2, Ibid. 
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sixty peasants by the Lister* Division. Several issues 
of Castilla Libre , another COT paper in Madrid, were 
suppressed in April for likewise publishing details con¬ 
cerning the assassinations by. the donpunibts of workers 
in Castile. In Cartagena, the COT comar cal paper, 
Cartagena MUeva . was stopped when it printed information 
about the Murcia Cheka• Tfosotros . the FAI dally of 
Layanto, was auapended indefinitely on February 27. In 
ilarch COT del Iforte was banned by the. Basque Defense Junta, 
in which both Moscow Communists and Basque Catholics sat 
3 lde by side. . The editorial staffahd the COT Regional 

Consolttee were, arrested and the presses turned over to 

2 

the local Communist Party. . It is perhaps unnecessary 
to add that the PQUM Was being subjected to the same 
treatment as the GOT, but as the POUM wa3 so small the 
process had begun earlier. 

There is really no need here for further cataloguing 
of the instances of censorship, of the COT-FAl and POUM 

S 

press, of the kidnappings and assassinations of members of 

—-- 7 “----- 

1. J. Garcia Pradas, Rusia y iSsoana ^Ediciones Tierra y 
Lihertad, 1948), p* 72* Sr. Garcia Pradas was editor 
i of COT during the Civil War. 

2* n El Terrorismo Politico en Funciones 1 ’. loc. cit. 

'• 11 






the revolutionary workers* organizations carried out by 
the autonomous secret police force of the communists 
during the Spanish Civil War. The communist reign of 
terror is, in the context of this study, simply one more 
manifestation, albeit the most dramatic and astonishing 
one. Of the many-pronged attack on the anarcho-syndicalist 
revolutionaries. As perhaps no other single phenomenon, 
the SOmmunist terror shows how Thermidorean was the role 
of the Jacobin party in Spain. ‘ 


D. The Idilltarization of the Militias 

The twin goals of winning the war and stopping the 

social revolution demanded that the anti-revolutionary ‘ 

Loyalist parties in Catalonia, led by the FSUC, and all \ 

•. I 

the parties in the Valencia Government, should transform ! 

the popular militias of the anarcho-syndicalists into a ' 

regular, disciplined army. .At the same time the Govern- ( 

meats of both the Generalitat and the Republlo sought to \ 

disarm the workers on the home front and to break up the 

proletarian police forces which, under CRT dominance, were 

still to be found in Catalonia. If both these objectives 

could he achieved, the power of the anarcho-syndicalists, 

both at the front and behind the. lines, to defend their 

social revolution by force would be smashed*. 

With respect to the militarization of the militias 




o 
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anarcho-syndicalist policy was very ambiguous* It moved 
steadily to the right as the war continued. In August 
the successive decrees of the Madrid CSovernaont an£ the 
Conor a lit at for military mobilization were answered v/ith 

i ■ . 

largo CMP protest rallies. The anarcho-syndicalists. 

/ 

insisted on keeping the popular militias* politically con¬ 
trolled by the Workers' and Soldiers' Councils, But in 
the following month, at the National Plenum of .September. 

17* the CNT, as part of its National Defense Coimcil 
scheme, proposed compulsory popular militias on a national 
scale, subject to the supervision of Conae.los do Obreros y 
Soldadoa. Moreover, the CMP urged that a sin^lo military 

it 

command be created, composed of representatives of the 

CMP* UGT and republican organizations.* This advocacy 

/ 

of the mando unlco was reasserted by the CUT when it 
entered the Generalitat for the first time in late September 
and it Was affirmed once more at the National Plenum of 
September 28 , 

Inasmuch as all the other organizations also favored 
a central military headquarters, the real split, was on who. 
would control such a command. The CNT wanted a national 

organ under the predominance of the CNT and UGT, an enlarged 


1* .See above,, p. 37 1. 


r 

i • 


i 
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edition of the War Committee of the Committee of ' ' 

" ‘ . / 

Militias In.Catalonia. The political leaders, on the 
other hand. Including Caballero, who was-more and siore •”'* 
driven to support centralization by. military set-backs . 
and the pressure of Soviet aid, were naturally in favor 
of a unified command under the control of a party-based 

* 

Government. Thus behind all the noisy anarcho-syndicalist 
campaigning about the advantages pf a unified military 
command lay the determination of the CWP to gain a voice 
in the management of the war. "Why should the C.H.T.' 
be nothing but a shock troop without the rights which 
correspond to the magnitude-of its efforts?" asked the 
anarchists.'*' 

: . The unified.command and militia must bo created 
/said’COT/but first we. must guarantee the par¬ 
ticipation of everyone in its direction, so that 
the sacred union against fascism we eulogize,! will 
have an indestructible foundation. 2 • 

In addition to disagreement about control of the 

central command there was a dispute on the supervision 



1. "Manifiesto Que Dirige a la Opinion el Fleno 
Nacional de Reglonales de la C.N.T.", Ifo. 416 
(September 29, 1936), 1. 4 


2 % Ibid. 
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of the militias in the field. The COT old not reject 
the military officers but wanted them utilised as in 
Catalonia* only as military experts. In other words 
all Loyalist Spain should adopt the COT-UGT Workers* 
and Soldiers* Council method of control. 

In sum* the type of military organiz 
th© COT wanted visas a unified command sub Jo 
union authority. This was an attempt to 
the indispensable requirement of military discipline 
with the revolutionary advances incarnated in the popular 
militias. 

Anarcho-syndicalist policy on the militarization 
of the mi lit lac became self-contradictory after the 


/, 


entrance of COT representatives into the 
Catalonia and the Republics the anarcho-s 


delegates in both Council and cabinet commenced to approve 
military measures which, even in 1957, were resisted by 
many of the COT masses. One of the reasons for the 
decision of the COT to enter the Republican Coverrimenfc 
had in fact been the recognition of the necessity of 
increased military discipline if catastrophe at the 
fighting front were to be avoided. The 
the popular militias* especially in Catalonia* to accept 
this interpretation from the COT ministers and from COT 
and FAl plenums* makes the struggle on the militarization 


ation which 
ct to trade- 
reconcile 


ft 


Governments of 
yndicalist 


reluctance of 




of the militias a good instance of the dissension 
within the CNT during the war as well as an lllustra* 
tion of anarcho-syndicalist resistance to the tide of 
counter-revolution. 

In Catalonia the new Generalltat Government had 
on October 1 decreed the immediate mobilization of ail 
officers and non-commissioned officers ar|d three days 
later ordered the general mobilization o^ all men 
between eighteen and forty. The CUT and FAI then 
published a list of "Rules for Confederal. Militias" 
which "took everyone by surprise", said one observer, 
by its "completely military rigor". printed in news¬ 
papers^ pasted on walls; "‘discipline 1 1ms the master 

1 ' • 

word of the hour". Here are the new.rules: 

1. Every militiaman is obliged to obey the 
rules of the batallio.n Committees, centurla or 
group delegates. 

2. He may not act on his own in military 
matters, and he will fill unquestionlngly the 
posts and places assigned to him, both at the 
front and In the rearguard. 

3. Sanctions will be imposed on every 

militiaman who does not obey the rules of the 
batalllon Committee, ’centurla or group delegates: 
by his group, if the infraction is a minor ond| 
by the batalllon Committee if the infraction is . 
serious. I 


1. Andres Vlollls, quoted in Jean-Richajrd Bloch. Espagne 
Ea pagne t (Paris: Editions Sociales 'Internationales, 
l93F)7"p. 249. 









4. The following are considered serious 
infractionsi desertion, leaving one's post, 
pillage and the spreading of demoralizing talks 

5. Every militiaman must realize that al- 
though he heis joined the Militias voluntarily, 
once he is in, he must, as a soldier of the 
revolution, OBEY AND DO HIS DOTY. 

6. Whoever carries on activity outside the 
Militias will be considered a rebel and will 
suffer the sanctions which his batallion 
Committee may decide. 1 


The next step of the COT in this quickening cam* 

\ 

palgn for discipline was the signing of a pact with 
the PSUC-controlled TJOT* The agreement; covered a 
number of items, of which one was conmon assent to a 
unified command.^ The PSUC, it must be remembered, 
was an instrument of the Sommunists, who had been 
preaching a regular hierarchical army since the start 
of the war. The COT was changing its policy rapidly. 

on October 27 the Oeneralitat decreed the militari¬ 
zation of the popular militias, announcing that from 

November 1 they would be subject to a Code of Military 
3 

justice. , It seems, said So Ildar ldad Obrera . that* 


1 . 

2. Ibid ., Kb. 84, (October 23, 1936), 8. 

3. For the text of the decree, see "La irillitarizacion de 
las mili'clas", La Mpche, No. 3,423 (October 28, 1936), 6 


Bolotin.de Informacion 

areyr s:- r - 




68 (October 5. 
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• ••For many anti-fascists of a liberal view¬ 
point, the revolution Is still not an accomplished 
fact. There Isa halfway-house mentality which, 
faithful to the •••position held before July 19, is ^ 
trying in almost involuntary fashion to rebuild 
what existed then and was destroyed by the process 
of the revolution. 

And this Is no longer possible*••• 

Kb, The militarization of the militias, the 
mobilization of the proletariat, of the entire 
anti-fascist population, cannot, must not be a 
resurreotlon of the old Army....l 

Nor did Buenaventura Durrutl, the chief anarchist 
leader at the front, seem pleased by the new decree. 

Several-days before his death he declared that if the 
decree to militarize the militias "has been made to 
frighten Us, to‘impose an iron discipline bn us, it is 
-a mistaken policy* **iffe will not accept dictated disci¬ 
pline* We ere doing our duty*...'* 2 

But while Duriuti and " soil " were complaining about 
the militarization decree, the COT ministers-in the newly- 
formed Government of November were giving their adherence - 
to the policy of centralized military control* Indeed, 
the Peninsular Committee of the FAX, in a later document 
defending the governmental .participation of the CNT, even 


1* "Reeurreoclon del Viejo EJercito, NO ,, y No* 1419 
(October 31, 1936), 3* 

88 feHl - 3fflTlea ’ 
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expressed regret that the anarcho-syndicalists had 
delayed acceptance of militarization as long ae they hadt 

We...paid dearly for remaining faithful to 
our ideals for so long. Would the rebel armies 
have been able to make their run. from Seville to 
BadajoZ and from Badajoz to the gates,of Madrid if 
we had. not so pitilessly opposed for so long a time 
the reorganization of the army which we needed to 
fight the enemy? Our militias, unpraotlced in 
firing, without military training, disordered, who 
held plenums and assemblies before undertaking 
operations, who discussed all the orders and who 
many times refused to obey them, could not oppose 
the formidable apparatus which Germany and Italy 
made available to the rebels.... 

When we made this decision, when the movement 
agreed to it, the socialists, and communists had 
already been calling fbr it fbr months. And the 
military situation had become so serious that 
Madrid was in Imminent danger.....1 


Confronted by "the terrible. Inflexible logic of 
events", said the .FAX report,, we had to deolare for the 
organization of an army. But to avoid putting the com¬ 
mands of such an army into the hands of the still sus¬ 
pected offloers, or . of the ooranunists, who might use them 

against us when the war ended, we proposed the National 

2 

Defense Council. 


El Anaroulsmc en Espana (Informs del Co mite Penihata ] 
de la Feaeraclon Anarquisia lb erica a lTftfovlmienfco 
tarlo inbernaclonal ). October 5. 1957 1 typescript, 
mimeographed, pp. 4-5. 

Ibid .,,.p. 5, : • i . 
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The fate of the Council.has been described* The 

t 

CNT entered the Republican Government, said Juan. Lopez, 

i 

one of the CUT ministers, to achieve three goals* The j 

first* 

The C• N«T* sought the creation of a popular l') 
army; It wanted everything-which had been spon- ■ 
taneously organized militias.• .to he converted 
Into a regular army. Into a popular army, into 
the army of the Spanish revolution, an indis¬ 
pensable condition for securing military super- 
- iority, technical superiority and discipline, 
against the regular armies of fascism, which had 
infiltrated lnto ( the national territory* 

* r / 

.We did nothing more L said Lopez in May 
1937 J than contribute with our efforts, our 
decision and energy, with the discipline of all 
those who make up our organization, to the 
shaping of the Popular Army so-that the unified 
comnand might be a reality and that there might be cnly 
rone military organization, one arsy In Spain, o .. 1 

N 

All four of the CNT Republican mini store supported / 

this very important change In CNT policy. We were all, / 

* ' 9 1 t 

/ 

said Juan Pelro, enemies of the regular army, of the 

single comnand and of discipline, but circumstances 

2 

demanded that, we give in and accept these measure a* 



1* .Juan Lopez, 6 meseaen elMlnlsterlo de Comer cio * 

konferencla Pronunciada ei 27~de Mavo tie 1^57 en el, Oran 
Teatro. Valencia (Valencia; Ediclones do in Oondfitlon de 
Propaganda y Prensa del.Comlte Nhclonal de la C.iT.T., 
1937), pp, IS, 16*. 

/ . / • ' 

2. Juan Pelro, De la fabrics de vldrlo de Mataro al Minis - 

terlo de Induatria* Conferenola Pronuncl ada el & de Jun: 
de 1537 on ej dran Teatro, Valencia (Valencia* idlclone, 
de la comislon de Propaganda y Prensa del Comite Naclona 
do la C • N«T«p 1637) # p« 10• 


















"If wo want to win”, said Garcia Oliver, "we must us© 
the methods the enemy uses, and especially discipline 
and union," 1 

The new call to discipline voiced by the CMS? 
ministers did not ,lack the approval of the plenums of 
the CNT and-FAX. The Catalan Regional Plenum of the 
last days of November unanimously, agreed to the program 
of army reorganization which the Government was pressing. 
A FAX Regional Plenum on February 14 and 15, shortly 
after the. fall of Malaga to the insurgents, declared 
that "militarization is an unavoidable necessity imposed 
by the anti-fascist war and we support the measures taken 
to carry It out". 8 A Regional Plenum of Catalan Syndi¬ 
cates on February 17 voted for acceptance of the Valencia 
Command as the supreme military authority in the war^ and 


1. Pelrata, op. cit ,. vol. I, p. 254. 

2. "El Pie no Regional de Grupos Anarqulstas de Ca^fcaluna 
Toma Importantes Acuerdos: A la mllltarizacion y 

rao vi lizacion, urgent ©me nte". solidarldad Obrera. 

No. 1514 (February IS, 1937),'^'.’ ‘ -- 

3. P. Bernard, "La obra de la Revolucion Espanolas 
La C.N.T. se inclina por e.l mando unico". 

Uni verso. NO. 13 (Nay 1, 1948), 72-73. 
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one week later, an Extraordinary Congress Of the Catalan 

Regional Confederation (February 25 - ilarch 6) in Barce- 

1 

Iona adopted this same resolution. 

Thus from late October and early November on, the . 
CRT, from the ministerial rostrum and in plenums and / 

r 

congresses, declared for the militarization of the 
militias and their submission to centralized governmental 
control. But at the very, time that the CRT commenced to 
change its policy to that of full acceptance of milltarlza- ' 
tion, another highly important development began* 

...With the siege of tfadrld, military 
leadership, from N&veraber. 1936 onwards, fell 
into the hands of the Communists, who launched 
a totalitarian scheme instead of a revolu¬ 
tionary one.- The basic ideas of Conmunist 
military policy were* No revolution during 
the war; strict discipline, including terror¬ 
ism within the ranks; strict political control 
of the army, by a system of political 1 eorani soars’, 
with the aim of creating an ideology adapted l:o . 
this policy, an ideology, that is, mainly based, 
on nationalism.^ 

The Valencia Government had already decreed the 
militarization of the militias, and in the middle of 


1. Memorla del Congreso Extraor dl nario do la Confederaclon 
Regional del**Traba.1o de Cataluna^Celeb rad o en Barcelona 
Los bias STBT do kebrero al_2 de*^ayo~j sic>] do luav 
(Barcelona: TaiWes Graficos Juan, 193V), pjj. &56-57. 

2. Franz Borkenau, in the introduction-to Martin Blazquez, 
op. cit .. pp. x-xi. 





December announced that a regular army would be formed of 
the different militia units. The creation of the Army . 
of Catalonia had been decreed on December 6. Both 
Governments were thus rapidly moving toward a reorganiza¬ 
tion of the military forces, under centralized control— 
and not merely centralized control—communist control. 

For the popular militias the dilemma was. a terrible ones 

...The anarchists, if armed power slips 
completely out of their hands, cannot expect' to 
find mercy at the hands of the PSUC [well armed 
by the Soviet deliveries of late 1936]. In 
every revolution armed power decides, in the last 
resort; the anarchists can hardly be reproached 
for knowing it. Sooner or later they will be 
destroyed unless they keep an army of their own. 

No middle, way, then, between remaining in¬ 
efficient in the field and making a big 3tep 
back from the revolutionary starting-point in 
politics. This is the dilemma, the blank wall 
against which the Spanish revolution has been 
constantly and painfully butting since November 
1936. 1 

In such a situation it is not surprising that in 
spite of the official support given to militarization by 
the CNT ministers and by.CUT and FAT meetings and the 
enormous propaganda campaign of the tfomnunists on behalf 
of the Popular Army and against the militias, the popular 
militias in Catalonia and Aragon continued to resist any 
real encroachments on their autonomy. Although Garcifa 
Oliver himself, from the Ministry of Justice,. took charge 


1. BorkenaU, The Spanish Cockpit , p. 187. 
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of organizing officers* training schools, few anarch©- S, 

1 

syndicalists enrolled in them. Nor were many anarcho— , 
syndicalists to be found among the ranks of the political 
cornnissars. From October 1936 on the Commissariat of . ( 

War was in the hands of Julio Alvarez del Vayo, who saw 
to it behind the back of the Prime- Minister and Minister 

p 3 

of War, Largo Caballero, that these commissar posts and 

f . 

the control of the now army which they entailed were 
i ' 2 

given to coEmamists. 


1 . 



Major Martin Blazquez ( op. clt 
and another officer contacted 
officers* training .schools, "but all we were left to do was 
to carry out his instructions. Quarters, instructors, 
equipment, and all other requirements were immediately 
supplied. Oliver was indefatigable. He arranged and 
supervised everything himself. He went into the smallest 
details, and saw to it that they were properly provided 
for. He even took an interest in the students* time¬ 
tables and the kitchen arrangements. But above all he 
insisted that the new officers should be trained in the 
strictest discipline." 

"I, who do not believe in improvisation, was astonished 
at the organising capacity shown by this Catalan anarchist. 
Observing the ability and assurance of his actions, X 
realised that he was an extraordinary man, and could not 
but deplore that so much talent had been wasted in des¬ 
tructive activity. •»." 


*., p^399) said that he 
barcla Oliver about the 


v4 t».i 


"...One day [said largo Caballero IX found that the 
socialists in whom 1 had placed my confidence in the Com¬ 
missariat of War had allowed the naming, behind my back 
and with documents signed by those who were not supposed 
to sign them, of over a thousand commissars. They had 
named over a thousand commissar sand the persons who named . 
them had done it by signing the appointments, which legally 
X was the only one with the right to do. And when X - 
called in these persons, bur co-religionaries in whom I had 
confidence, and X asked how they had done this, they an¬ 
swered me that they thought they could, and it just 

(continued on-next pa]ge) 









Neither the Unified Command/ nor the School 
of, War, nor the Commissars in the Army were r 

received with enthusiasm by the confederal masses. 

Often the National Committee of the C.N.T? had to 
. insist to the Regional Commit teas that they remind, 
the Syndicates to designate comrades in order to 
fiilfll the agreements on the military question 
and fill the ranks allotted to them in accordance 
with the established per dent age. There were few 

who entered the War School to become officers; a •> 
great many young militants had to be driven and. 
one may say even obliged to take the courses of 
preparation in military technique. All this 
corroborates the view that the C.N.T* was becoming 
more and more Involved in collaboration with the 
State by overbearing necessity and. with the idea 
of cooperating effectively in the fight against 
fascism. Bad there not been a bent in that direc¬ 
tion on the part of the militants who by reason of 
their posts exerted a moral pressure, the majority 
of the C.N.T, would never have Inclined toward 
collaboration.! 

Added to the pressure of the CNT leadership and the. 
effects Of communist propaganda and political Control in : 
the Army was another powerful factor making for the mili¬ 
tarization of the militias* This Was the systematic . v 
withholding of arms from the Aragon front until the militias ?* 
there, predominantly CM and POUM, should submit to liquida¬ 
tion and be swallowed up in the Popular Army* Although 


(continued from previous page) 

happened by chance that the immense majority of the War 
commissars who had been named in this way were communisms* 
Typescript copy of Lar^co Caballero Denunclat la Tralclon 
Partido Comuni ata EspanoTj Tex to de 1 di scur.so pronunciado 

r — 1 ■■■ y »>» ■■ _ * 1 w _ g* ■>» 11 ■q' wirw." ■ ■ " « * ■ «■ ■■ ■ ''"r . 11 1 _ ■■■ ■ ■ v * ■ ■ 1 — 


n 

• • # 

del 

T 


erT Madrid el liTd ' e Oc ' t ' ubre TO7 (Buenos ' AlresT ^ aicTbn eT 
del Servicio de Propaganda EspaSa, 1937), 

1* P. Bernard, op, cit ., pp. 75-76. 












the chief re & son fbrthe military inactivity onthe Aragon >'\ 
front was t.he arm© shortage, .'remediable only by Soviet aid,^' 

the communi st a . from December on a t tacked t he anarohb^ ,,0 ■} V 

■ - .• .* ; . •• - 

«,' »/ * ■ "■ * r. " ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 2 " ’ * " fc ' ** ** 

syndicalists for, failing to press ah offensive therevr ^ r \ , 


1* in the introduction to" a secret report by Mansem* ' ■] 

. DUpruti*a, successor as column chief,.and by legless, the,• - 
former Generali tat Defense Counci llor, , on the importance. • 
of soviet aid* the following statement is madat V 

w What force is behind the criminal policy of the. 
communist a, in a minority in Spain? It /is ^eil.&nobni' \ 
Russia* Russia imposes condit ions for lending her ' ©14* 

She sells for gold, in cashj she taonopelises aviation,*. J 
carrying.out an unscrupulous blackmail with a Spain • ] 

blockaded by the democratic Powers, by the international!' \ 

Capitalism which, vis London and Paris* applies the ‘. : 
*nons»intervention» policy.. Russia has put a/price oh .1 

her * solidarity 1 1 the independence of action of the j 

* Spanish people , the supremacy of the Party which obeys 

her orders* the political, and military direction of the / 
d laments who give consent to and carry out her plans. r • V 
For suchshameful blackmail* Russia counts on. her 
Comnunist Party and on men-Of the Stripe, of Regrin V r 
or Prieto, Who submit to-her command. 

'■ •"The Libertarian .Movement knew very well the dangers • 

. involved in tho, 'Russian aid? • It knew the intrigues , of 
the Third international well enough. It remembered the. 
History of the Russian Revolution and the treatment given 

* to the anarchists,, inpetrogfad, in Krondstadt, In the . 
revolutionary Ukraine incarnated in [Re a tor] Makhno * w . 
Memorial . k t .HVf; y la P.A»I. ’ en 3s. Guerra» Encue at a 
Reservada_del Oomlte Peninsular de la F»A«I. Sobre Ik ? 

Ayuda de Ruslai Dos Rescueatas do iklitantea Destacadoa del 
Movlmiento Libertarlo (DocumentoKUmhrhk 90). written in 

: Barcelona, Valencia, and GUixols, JUn© 2-7, 1937.; 
typescript, p. 1. 

2* Largo Caballero was sub jectedto^h similar campaign in the 
Communist press, which accused him of refusing to supply 

* arms and munitions for the fighting when they were in abun¬ 
dance. At the time, said Caballero, the Ministry of War 
had twenty-seven, rifles to dispose of. * If ho denounced 
the accusation as untrue, the- enemy Would be Informed , of the 
arms shortage; if beremained silent,, public Opinion Would 

, think he wab deliberately Withhcidipg>the weapon#* largo 

. Caballero Denuncia . . 
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Here is a succinct statement of the situations 

• ••Those waiting, at the Aragon front are the 
militiamen Of the C.N.T.-F.a.I, and the P.0.U.M, 
a With the modern Russian arms, they could conquer 
Zaragoza and so contribute In the most effective 
way possible to the breaking of the encirclement 
of Madrid. And the arms, this time, are not a 
far-off dream; they are there, in the port of 
Cartagena. - 

But at the Aragon front the anarchist and 
P.O.U.M. militias wait In vain; and they slowly 
come to realise the cruel, truths the Russian 
arms are political arms, directed against the 
revolutionary elements of the C.N.T., of the ,J 

F,A.I> and the P.0 .U.M. They serve the political 

intervention of the U.S. S.R. in the affairs of 
Spain; they serve the artificial development of 
that small miserable group which the Catalan 
Communist Party represented at the start of the 
revolution; they serve the strangulation of the 
Revolution and of Its most faithful and Intran¬ 
sigent defenders,* 

Krivitsky gives a concrete example of the fashion 
* ‘ * \ 
in which Soviet arms were utlllzeds 

...In mid-October...1 received strict 
instructions from Moscow not to permit the 
boat Lloaded with, fifty pursuit planes and 
bombsrs ] to deliver Its cargo in Barcelona. 

•Under no circumstances were those planes to 
pasB through Catalonia, which had Its own 
government• ..dominated by revolutionists of 
anti-St a Uni at persuasion. They were not 

trusted by Moscow, although they were then 
desperately'holding one of the most vital 
sectors of the Loyalist front against fierce 
attacks from Franco* s army. 

I was ordered.to send the planes to Ali¬ 
cante • But that port was blockaded by Franco’s 
vessels. The master of the ship made for 
Alicante, hut had to turn back to save his ship 


1. Landau, op. clt .. pp. 6-7, 





and cargo. He attempted to head for Barcelona, 
hut was prevented by my agent on board. My 
shipload of aircraft plied back and forth in the 
Mediterranean. Franco kept it from Alicante. 

Stalin kept it from Barcelona. In the meantime 
Loyalist Spain was fighting desperately and-was 
woefully short of planes. At last my agent on , 
board directed the nhip to proceed to Marseilles." 1 

By March, many of the militias on the Madrid front, 

i' ‘ 

where the communists were in ; control, were incorporated 
into the new military formations. At the same time 
there, appeared SignB of militarization of the militias 
on the confederal fronts. The Burrut1 Column was trans¬ 
formed into the 26th Division. On March 22 the anarchist 
Columna de Hierro held an assembly in Valencia and agreed 
to militarization. 

Since February the entire armed forces had 
theoretically been incorporated in the Popular 
Army, and the militias were, on paper, recon¬ 
structed along Popular Army lines, with 
differential payrates, gazetted rank, etc., 
etc. The divisions were made up of 'mixed 
brigades', which were supposed to consist of 
Popular Army troops and partly of militia. 

But the only changes that had actually taken 
place were changes of name. The P.O.U.M. 
troops, for instance, previously called the 
Lenin Division, were now known as the 29 th 
Division. Until June very few Popular Army 
troops reached the Aragon front, and In oonse- 


\ 




1. Kriyltsky, on.olt ., pp.109-10. 

In February the FAI even passed a resolution which threat¬ 
ened to recall the. CNT ministers from the Republican 
Government unless war materials were delivered to the 
Aragon front within eight days. F. A. I•, Memorla del Pleno 
Peninsular de Realonales oelebrado log dies 21, 22. y 23 
de Febrero de 1937 CBaroelonai Miclones de la Secoion 
de Prensa y Propaganda del Corait^ Peninsular de la F.A.I. , 
1937), p.5. 
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quence the militias were able to retain their . 

separate structure and their special character*• *. 

It was only after May 1937 that the continuing 
conflict between anarcho-syndicalists and the communists 
on the important issue of the militarization of the 
militias was finally settled* But it was not the anar¬ 
chists who wont the militias were broken up end all 
armed forces of the Republic subjected to centralized 
control. 

E* To May 1937. 

Concurrent with the Government campaign to incorporate 
the militias into the Popular Army was a drive to disarm 
the workers on the domestic front and to abolish the 
workers* organs of. public order* By March this campaign 


1* . Orwell, op* cit ., pp* 119-20. Another writer said* 
n * *.The militarization consisted in a change of names. 
The. * centurias* are called * companies* and the * col¬ 
umns* , »divisions*. Frequently the centurias carried 
the names qf the trade unions which had organized them 
(*Artec Graficas* centuria, made up by the bookbinders* 
union; * Madera* centuria organized by the cabinetmakers' 
Union* etc*) ....Mbw the companies have only a number. 
At first the new divisions were permitted to have the 
names Dur rut i Division, A sea so Division, Macia" Division, 
etc., but now the name has been suppressed and they can 
only use a number* 

"The same change has happened to the names of the 
ranks: the * company delegates* are now captains, the 
'group delegates* ape squad chiefs, etc.” R* Louzon, 

La ContraRevolucidn en Espaaa (Buenos Airess Ediclones 
Nervio, 1936; written immediately after the May Days in 
1937), p. 42* 
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had gone so far that It provoked a crisis in the Generali- N 
tat Council which lasted several weeks« By April the 

■* • \ ’ 

tension between the PSUC and COT forces was so groat. * 

that the fight on disarming the workers ahd on the 
Control Patrols produced a series.of violent incidents— 

. - ’l 

tinder for the May Days* 

• « 

On September 20 P 1936, the Central Government had 

decreed the establishment of a body to maintain order 

hat the hEme fnont Called the Mlllclas de Vifttlanela da la 

Refcamiardla . This was to be the only organ for public 

order on the home front and was to be composed of the 

forces which were under trade union or party control at 

the time. 1 In Catalonia this decree had not stopped. N 

r 

the continuation of the armed Workers 9 Patrols under COT 
domination* But these forces were subjected to in¬ 
creasing attack from the.PSUC .and Esquerra as ^indontrolados " 
and demands that all police forces he fused into one cen¬ 
tral Internal Security: Corps under Generalitat control* 

On March 4 the Generalitat promulgated a. decree which had 
just this purpose* The decree provided for a general 

reorganisation of the Department of public Order? it 

■ 

1* See Pelrats, op* clfc *. vol* I, pp 0 272**73 for the text 
of this decree* 
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dissolved (in theory) the Workers' Patrols and replaced 
them with a unified Internal Security Corps into which 
every police body was incorporated. Moreover, the decree / 

’ • , . ' i 

forbade any member of the unified police force to be a 
member of a trade union or a political party. The former 
junta of Security, headed by Aurello Fernandez of the FAX, 
was to be superseded by a new Council under the control 
of the BsQuerra minister. 

' ' » 

At the, same tin© as the moves against the Control v 

* . ■ * * ■ ♦ ♦ ■ 1 

* 

S 

Patrols came a series of orders designed to collect the > 

rest of the arms held by the CUT on the home 0 fjlodt» The 

first disarming decree had come from the Oeneralltat in 

late October and had applied to all rifles and machine 

guns. -But in practice it had been interpreted to allow 

the trade unions to arm factory guards and peasant com®- 

mlttees. On February. 15 the Valencia Government ordered 

the collection of all the rifles and machine guns and of 

all side arms held without permit. On March 23- one week \ 

9 \ 

\ , 

after the Catalan Public Order decree, Valencia extended the \ 
February directive to all long and small arsis held by the • 

I 

workers' organizations, an order applied in Catalonia in 
April. 1 2 / 

1. • Rabasselfe, op. clt p. 179. 

2. Morrow, op. clt .. pp. 66-67. 





Not only did the Generalitat declare the Workers' 
Patrols abolished and support the disarming measured ^ 

but the Councillor of Internal Security also announced 
the dissolution of the Workers' and Soldiers' Councils. 
Anarcho-syndicalist object ions to these moves led to a 
Generalitat crisis that extended throughout March and 
midway through April.^ We are against the Public Order 


1. Rut a , the Barcelona organ of the Libertarian Youth Of 

Catalonia, was one of the most outspoken of the CRT papers 
against the gradual, encroachment of the government on the 
revolution. The following statement la a characteristic, 
perhaps stronger than usual, expression of the widespread 
feeling among the Spanish anarcho-syndicalists that the 
war involved social revolution, not just defense of the 
Republic. But the statement was still to the left of 
the official CRT leadership. 

"...We cannot die for that pretty April democracy 
which deported us, dishonored and robbed us, singled us 
out as government prisoners,, condemned us to hunger and 
beatings. WE DO NOT FORGET. 

"If there are some who are ready to forget j if there 
are some who get amnesia by dint of easy ohairs, public 
offices and. titles, we do not forget. The April Republic 
does not deserve one drop of oUr anarchist blood, does not 
deserve one small drop of sweat. 

"We have died for the demoorats too many times. Now 
let the democrats sacrifice themselves, for us# Let them 
sacrifice their 'ideals' (which are the ideals of their 
poe$etbooks) for us..*.' ^ 

"We will not die for Senor. AZana.... 

"We Cannot die for the honorable shopkeepers of this 
town or any other. 

"In any event, let the democratic gentlemen sacrifice 
themselves for us. Let them, if you please, take thslr 
turn and die for us. 

"And as far as those who obey Stalin are concerned; and 
seek to StaUnize us so that we become good little boys, 
we must repeat to them that we don't belong to that parish 
either: that we detest- the red tyranny as we do the 
tricolor. 

(continued on next page) 
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decree, said Solidarldad Obrera . and we particularly 
.condemn Its provision prohibiting the police forces from 

membership in any political or trade union organization.; 

• ' ' - ■ ‘ • /'■ ■ < 

Clearly, said ‘•Soli”, the intention was to create d ' ..... 

coercive.body, without revolutionary content, a docile 
instrument of whoever commanded.*: 

The secretary-general of the Workers! and Soldiers * 
Council of Spain replied to the contention of the Coun- ; 
Ciller of internal Security that the Workers’ and Soldiers*’ 
Council had completed its purifying work by saying that 
up to now the Councillor had paid no attention at all to 

thd denunciations made by the workers’ control organise- •••• 

. , . 2 ‘ • • . '• : ! .."'v ■ 

tlon. 

The liocal Federation of Anarchist Groups of 

demanded that the public Order decree be annulled as -t . i 

- ' ■ * ¥ 

counter-revolutionary arid insisted on the rapid araS 


(continued from previous page) 

“We are anarchist s*. We were and wi ll be* .. SO don’’t '.V“ 
let anyone delude himself.... • 

“Oneis life for the Revolution! But for nothing .less 
than the revolution. And for nothing more either.... 

“The dilemma is not : Fascism or Democracy,'. Mb.. The . 
tragic alternative is, as it was in the First Workingmen* s 
International* either State or Revolution,” 

“Nosptros no podemo s mprip. po£. la Demooracia fiepubil- : 7 \. 
cana: unicamente por. la Revo luclon pro letarla”. Euba ." V j 
No. 24 (March 25, 1937), 5, . J 

1. “El Cuerpo Unico de Seguridad No Puede Carecer. de Idealidad 
Fevolutionaria“, No, 1526.(March 4, 1937), 3$, ; 

2, S olldarldad Obrera . ibid., 6, .; ' : 








thorough purlfloation of the various armed governmental 
bodies (which had been increasing in number) petroling 
the streets** 

On March 27 the CUT withdrew from the Council of 
the Oeneralltat; not until April 16 was the crisis 
resolved* The causes of the orlsls were expressed in 
a series of demands presented to the Council of the 
Oeneralltat* These demands included purification of 
the Internal Security forces and their commanding officers, 
the guarantee that the CM* would be as strong on the new 
Cuerpo Unico de segurldad as in the former Junta de 
Segurldad Interior . thie legal right of the; Public Order 
forces to belong to a trade union, support to the agri¬ 
cultural collectives and the' constitution of advisory 
commissions, composed of representatives of all.the 
organizations In the Council, in each Conse.1eria * g " The 
CMP also insisted on the abolition of a C.omiteT Pro 
Ejorolto Popular which had been, set up by the PSUp as 
part of its campaign against the popular militias and 
againBt Francisco Xsgleas, the COT Defence Councillor* 
Isgleas had been under severe fire fijpm the communists as 

1. BoXetdTn.de Infbrraacion COT AIT FAI. Nb* 211 (March 20,. 

1B57), 4. - 

2. "La Crisis de la Generalldad", solldarldad O brera . 

NO. 1563 (April 4, 1937), 1, 4.“ ~ 


} 
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responsible for the inactivity on the Aragon front* 

The UOT representatives on the Council opposed 
the COT program and the crisis began. After a few 
days Companys Was able to form an interim Government which 


contained two representatives each of the Esquerra and 
the COT and one each from the UOT and the Rabassaires.^ 
As the PSUC attack on Isgleas showed no let-up, he 


resigned; the crisis wore on. On April 1B^ after 

i " ; * \ 

three weeks of. increasing bitterness on the part of 
both FSUC and CRT, a full Council was formed but on 
the same basis, as the previous ones 



First Councillor and Finance 

Internal Security 

Culture 

Agricult tire 

Defense 

Economy: 

public Services 

Health and Social Assistance 

Supplies 

Labor and Public Works 
Justice 


Jose Tarradella^ Esquerra 

Artemio Alguade Esquerra 

Antonio M. Short Esquerra 

Jose Calvet - Rabassalres 
Francisco Isgleas COT 

Andres Capdevlla COT 

Juan J. Doraenech COT 

Aurelio Fernandez COT 

Josd^ Miret UOT 

Rafael Vidiella U6T 

Juan Comorera UOT 


"The solution to. the crisis," conments Poirats, 
was a nominal one. The problems which provoked it 


remained up in;the air in expectation of better and more 
favorable occasions.’’^ 


1. "La Crisis de la Generalidad", Solidaridad Obrera. 

Wo. 1553 (April 4, 1937), 1, 4.- : —-- 

2, Peirats* op. cit .. vol. II. p. 180. 

r ^ 

? 

> 








Y \ 
W 


U28. 



The "better and more favorable occasions' 1 did not 


opine. On April 25 a UOT h ader named JUan Roldan 
Gortada was assassinated at Molins de Llobrogat near 
Barcelona. The CRT denounced the murder.* But this 



\ 


did not prevent Rodriguez Salas, the Coimtissar Of 
public Order and. a P$UC mentoer, from sending an expedition 
off to Molins to arrest several anarchists there. Two 
days after Roldan* s funeral, there was fighting between * 
the anarchist frontier guards at Pul gear demand a force 
of Carabineros (revenue officers largely composed of 


communists and right socialists) which had just been 
sent up to occupy the French border. Antonio Martin, 
the anarchist mayor of pulgcerda, was killed in the fray. 
The fury of both sides was now approaching the point 
where It could no longer be restrained. in Barcelona 
In the last days of April CNT-FAl patrols and PSUC-Assault 
Guard groups scurried about the streets by night attempting 
to disarm each other. May Day> 1937, was not a day of 
proletarian unity.in Barcelona. 

on Monday, May 3* about three o* clock in th4 after- 
noon, Rodriguez Salas came with a division of police to 1 


1. "Contra Todas las Maniobras, Alianza C.H.T.-TJ.G.T.", 
Solidarldad Obrera . HO. 1672 (April 27, 1957)* U 

\ 
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the Telephone Building in Barcelona, on the Plaza do 

z-' 

Cataluna. The Public Order Cottsniaaar declared that 
ho had orders from Artemio Aiguade, the Councillor of 
public Order, to occupy the building, which was under 
the control ©fa joint CNT-UGT Workers* Conanitteo and a 
Generalitat representative. Actually, the Telephone 
Exchange was operated principally by the anarcho- 

t 

syndicalists, who resisted the police assault* Tho 
i, firing which began here spread to various parts of the 

city* On one aide were ranged the COT, FAX, Libertarian 
Youth and the POUM; on the other, the government forces 
(Assault Guards, National Republican Guard, Security 
Guards and Mpzos de Escuadra) and the PSUC ami Estat 
Cat a la. Barricades went tp in the center of tho city 
and by Tuesday shooting was general, 1 


1, On the evpnfcs of the May Days, sees 
Orwell, op. clt . 

Brockway, op. clt. 
landau, op. clt . 

Ollivier, op. clt . 

Morrow, op. clt * 

Agustfn Souchy, La Yerdad Sobre los sucesos en la Keta - 
guardla Leal? Los AconlToHmlen'Eosde Cataluna i&uenos 
Aires * Edlclones P .A.C.A., June 1937)* There is an 
English version: T he Tragic Week in May (Barcelona* 
Edicion de la Oficlria de Informaclon Exterior de la 
COT y FAX, 1937). 

Rocker, The Tragedy of Spain , o p. clt . 

Peirafcs, op. ciV .. vol. II. pp. i5S-2^7, 1 

1 Abad de Sant ilia n, por QutT perdlmos la Guerra , pp. 132-41 

(continued on next page) 






In Valencia largo Caballero called in the four COT ' ; 
ministers and warned them that it was essential to stop 
the civil war In Barcelona.'*' If it were not done, \ 

i 

Caballero threatened, the Central Government tveuld 
assume charge of public order in Catalonia. . The possi¬ 
bility of Catalonia coming under the direct control of 
Valencia was something t he CUT wanted to avoid. The 
national Committee in Valencia held a meeting and 
appointed Garcia Oliver and Mariano Vazquez, the national, ! 

* . ■ i 

/ 

secretary, to go to Barcelona to obtain a cease-fire* 

The national Executive of the TJGT also designated two 
emissaries. All four men flew together to Barcelona 
where they visited tho COT Regional Committee headquarters 


(continued from previous page) . 

1 » w«M . a« Bolotin de inforamol on (Barcelona! secretariat 
or xwMA, June 1, a special edition In English 

dealing with the May Days. 

The Issues of Solldarldad Obrera published during the - 
fighting are of particular interest• Much of the 
material which they contain may be found as well in the ! 
Bole tin de Infonnacldn COT AIT FAI. .j 

See Appendix B for the complete text of the COT National I 
Committee repfarton the events in Catalonia* j 

For the communist version, see JejLUnelc. op. clt .. 645-58, i 
and Comorera 1 s speech in Jesus Hernandez and Joan Comorera, ! 
Sprain Organises for Victory (Londons Communist Party of i 
Great Britain, n.a.), pp. 56-62. . . I 




1* Mariano R. Vazquez, Memorial Los Suceaoa de Mayo de 1937 j 

clonal de | 


on Cataluna (Valenc 

e Hacionai* May 15, iyo7), type script, p. 1* see | 

Appendix B. ' i 
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and the Generalltat. From the Generalltat offices, 
representatives of the various organizations in the 
Council made radio broadcasts urging that the fighting 

\ 

be stopped. But the shooting continued. -'•* 

The entire Catalan Council then resigned and all 
groups agreed that a temporary one be formed. But the 
COT insisted that the new Council be constituted imme¬ 
diately, while the UGT (i.e. the communists, in Catalonia) 
sought to postpone this step until the conflict had 

i 

• .i - . ‘ 

finished. "We exhausted arguments in defense of our 
thesis," said Vazquez. "We .thought it necessary to 
gain time, in order to prevent the Government from 
feeling obliged to seize the public Order services, 
but we could not .reach an agreement...." 1 

'While the representatives of the COT and UGT national \ 

\ 

organizations were appealing for a halt to hostilities, 
Federlca Montseny was opposing the efforts of the communists 
and republicans in Valencia to decree the taking-over of 
police and military forces in Catalonia.^ She received 


• Vazquez, op. clt ., p, 2. see Appendix B. 
2* . Ibid., p. 3. 


the promise of Caballero arid Angel Galarza, the Minister j 
of the Interior,’ that they would take no steps until ahe 
had failed in an atteapt to settle the strife peaceably. 

i > 

i , 

It was agreed that she and Galarza would converse every 
night by teletype In order to avoid being overheard. 

On the morning of May 5 Senior a Montseny arrived In 
Barcelona by train. She had been stopped by C1JT patrols 

• S 

at Castell^i and, once in Barcelona., made her way past 
Bstat Catala and POUM•patrols and on one occasion was 
stopped by a group of PSUC members who prepared to shoot 
her. "Think what you*re doing," she told them. "I f m 
not Just Federica Montseny. I*m a Minister of the 
Republic". According to the former Minister of Health, 
the flsuqul at as . after a talk, let her pass and, with a 
cry of "Viva Federica Montaenyl", even helped her to 
climb the barricades.'*' 

At the Generalitat "Federica" advised Companys that 
she was a representative of the Government and would take 
his place. "I rather took advantage of my sex," she told 

the writer. From Companys 1 desk she broadcast calls ~ 

... ' . t 

pleading for a halt to the fighting, negotiated with Coiriorera ' 

1. Federica Montseny, in an interview with the writer, 
September 10, 1962, Toulouse,, Ossorio ( op. clfc ♦. pp. 
173-74) refers to attempts against the Minister of 
Health during these events. 
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and represe nt a ti ve 3 of the other par 1 i es and confcacted 

Galarza by t©lotypo In the afternoons. She family 

told the Minister of the interior to send government 

forces if he had to, but without any shooting. On the 

evening of Friday, May 7, some 5,000 Assault Guards 

arrivod by sea from Valencia and took control.of the 

city. ’’Those were the most terrible and bitter day© 

\ • 

of my life's concluded this astonishing woman*"*- 

The conduct of Federica Montseny Is illustrative 
of-the moderating course pursued by the off!cal CHT -• 
leadership in the ’’fratricidal" fighting of May* There 
was certainly no intention on the part of the anarcho- 
syndicalists to attempt a coup d’etat and dp what they: 
had failed to do in July 1956. To have made so bold an 
effort would have required the withdrawal of the nl litlas 
from the Aragon front to return to Barcelona. Bod we 
done that, said Senora Montseny, "Franco would have - 
arrived In Barcelona In May 1937 and not in 1939". 8 

The only anarchist group which did cry revolution 
was a small extremist band called the Amigos de Pur rut 1 
which had arisen in the last days of April in protest 


1* Federica Montseny, interview. 
2. Ibid. 






against the col labor at ionism of the CNP in the Govern* 
menfc and In particular against the militarization of 
the militias. 1 2 The Friends of Durruti wero publicly 

t Q 

disowned by both the COT and FAi Regional Committees. 

The fear by the anarcho-syndicalists of foreign 
intervention—there were some British warships near 
the harbor—was in part responsible for the comparatively 
conservative attitude maintained 'by the COT. The two 
other reasons for the unwillingness of the COT to launch 
a retaliatory offensive have been suggested. Firsts a 
full-scale civil war behind the lines would have mount 
military disaster. Second, the COT sought- to prevent 
the seizure of the.Catalah military and police for coo 
by the Centra! Government. 

The British, It is unnecessary to emphasize, did not 
intervene, nor did Francois forces pour into Catalonia. 
But the Valencia Government, in the month-after the May 


1. The Friends of• Durruti, in a newspaper which they began 
publishing after the May Days, El Amigo del Pueb lo, 
blasted the "Treintistas" on the Regional Committee as * 
betrayers of the people. Said the editor, Jaime Balius: 

’The Fi’lends of Durruti group Is eoroposed of comrades who, 
for the most part, have fought on the front and by good 

.militants of.the home front. Our position Is justified in 
view of the reformism-oread TREIOTISMO-owhlch has sunk its 
tentacles into the confederal organization.* "Ro sornos 
agentes provooadores", El Amigo del pueblo (Barcelona). No.! 
(n.d., but after the May Days), p. 4* 

2. "La C.N.T. y la F.A.I. desautorizan una oc-bavilla de la 

, entidad *Los Amigos de Durruti* M . Solldaridad Obrera. No* 
1680 (May 6, 1637), 2* —---. 
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Days, did Indeed assume control over the forces of 
Defense and Public Order of Catalonia. On May 33 
the Government ordered the surrender of all arms except 
those , he Id by the government fbrces; two days later the 
Caballero cabinet met to discuss the situation In 
Catalonia. 

On May 15 the two communist ministers, Vicente -V 
Uribe and Jesus Hernandez, produced a crisis in the 
Republican Government. The immediate cause was the 

■■ , V 

refusal of Largo Caballero to accede to their demand 
to suppress the POUM. 

...In that meeting/^ said Caballero^ I was 
asked--they asked that‘"the Government dissolve a 
political Organization dissident from the 
Communist Party. Largo Caballero who, together 
with the Organizations to which he 1ms belonged 
and still belongs, has been persecuted by the 
reactionary elements of our country, mad© clear 
that...he would dissolve no political or trade 
union organization; . that ho had not gone Into 
the Governmant to serve the political Interests 
of any of the fractions in it....l 

Uribe and Hernandez rose and left the session; \ 
they were followed by all the right socialists and re-, 
publicans. Only Angel Galarza, Anastaalo d© Gracia 
and the four CRT ministers remained. The communists 
shortly presented a list of demands to Caballero which, 
among other provisions, ;?ould have given the right 





socialiat-communist-republican block complete control 
of the Ministry of War and the government police forces** 
The conflict between Caballero and the communists had 
been building up throughout the spring of 1937; the 
Hay Cays and the Government crisis which followed them 
finally produced the definitive collision* Caballero ' 
refused to abandon the War Ministry, a prime condition 
of the communists* On May 16, .1937, he gave his resig- 
nation to the President of the Republic, A£ana. 

The attitude of the CNF, and of the UGT, was this* 

- \ . 

no support to any Government in which Caballero was not 
both Prime Minister and Minister of War* The left 
socialists and the anarcho-syndicalists had been driven ; 

t 

closer together than' ever before by the hostility of the 
conservative groups within the Republican coalition* 

Said Solldar ld ad Obrera of the Government cri sis t 

In this difficult hour the NATIONAL CONFEDERATION 
OF LABOR makes patent its absolute disagreement with 
the old stylo political maneuvers which are going on 
underhandedly for the purpose of annulling th© parti¬ 
cipation of ..the workers in tho direction of public 
affairs*.*. ‘ 

The C.N.T., which knows perfectly well the poli¬ 
tical objective which the servants of the democratic 
powers, enemies of our Revolution, are pursuing by 
- the attempt to overthrow Largo Caballero, manifests 


1* See Jellinek, op. clt .. pp* 568-59, for a Hat of 
these demands.”" 
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with, all - serenity ib'p unbreakable Intention to 
stand.With the U.G*9?4 and riot accept any solu¬ 
tion; which is not bated on the return of this 
^ comrade to the.Presl&enoy of . the Government . 
and the Ministry of fjfar* his presence in 
those posts is at the* present time the most 
. solid guarantee the proletariat has that the 
fight which it is .sustaining against intptf- 
national reaction is hot going to be debased • 
for anything or abybo4y- Here* against dll 
colonizing maneuver$* stand -the Spanish - • 
worker s* * *. 

. . The solution of the conflict caused by the- N 
presumption and stupidity of the Comidnnist 
leaders can be nothing hist the formation of a 
Government similar to the last one 3 that is* 
a Ooyehhmo nt ba sod on the wo rker s 1 ' organize- 
tlons and supported by the effective eollabora- ■ 
tion of all-the anti-fascist sectors. fa try 
anything else would be Suicidal. The prole¬ 
tariat has won the right to rule the destinies 
of the country with arm in hand and no one can 
deny it the right to be .'the decisive fore© • , . 
within the Government of the Republic*- 


On the next day. May 17j the "right of the proletariat 
to rule the. destinies of the country" was denied very con* 
vincingly • • Largo Caballero couldnot expect to form. a .. 
Government without support from the right socialists and • 


republicans. Azana charged Dr* Juan Negrin, whom the 
communists had beengroomingfor the task for several ' 
months* with the formation of a newGovernmQnfc*/ The 
Negrin cabinet was as follows 3 . 



U' "largo dabs tier©, tMlca ^l^cion-Deeorbsa 9 * ! 
Solidarldad Obrera . No*, 1800 (May 16)* 1*; 
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Premier, Fianance and 

Defense 

Interior 

Foreign Affairs 

justice 

Education 

Agriculture' 

Labor 

public Works and 

. Coramunications 


Economy . Juan Negrfn Socialist 

Indalpcio Prieto Socialist 

Julian. Zugazagoitia Socialist 
Jose Giral Left Republican 
Manuel Irujo Basque Nationalist 
Jeatfa Hernandez Communist 

Vicente Uribe^, Communist 

Jaime Aiguade Esquerra 

• v0iner.de lo s R io s Republican Union 


The left; socialists were gone from the new cabinet* 


So too were the representatives of the Rational Gonfedera- | 

tlon of Labor* ’'The counter-revolution has achieved the I 

displacement .of the C.N.T* and the U.O.T* from the 
government of Spain% said the anarcho-syndicalists* 1 j 

• The surprising experiment in which for the first time 
an .organization inspired by anarchist ideals participated 
actively in a national government was at an end* The 
revolutionary phase of the Spanish Civil War was con- 
eluded* It is perhaps more, accurate to place the weeks 
of late October and early November 1936 as the climax 
of the social revolution*. Yet ..the peculiar significance 
of the May Pays and the formation of the Nagrl'n Govern- 
menfc Is that these events marked the opening of. the flood- K j 
gates to the ^counter-revolution"* Until this time the j 

anarchists had been driven back here, there, painfully and 

, ■ ■ i 

slowly. Now the tempo of the campaign became much more 

* ' . ( ! 


1* "Largo Caballero , Unica Solucion Decorosa", 
SoIldarld«A Obrar^. No. 1590 (May 16), 1. 


1 









rapid-Wand the attack# more .effectiwai . 

We have described the' major ©ncroacbsiotifcs of late 
.3,056 and early 1957 on the advances of the revolution 
and the resistance which, these efforts provoked from • 
the CUP. and FAI* , it was, in the months foil owing the 
middle of 1957 that these early drives to reverse the 
revolution were carried to their conclusions*, Indus*- , 
trial collectivisation was halted and in many places 
superseded by nationalization. WO have already 

alluded to the fate of tl® agricultural collectives 
and the break-up. of the CJ^ PefonsS Council in Aragon* 
Hbt long after they were ousted from the Republican 
government .ths anarchoAsyndicalists dropped out of -the 
Council of the Genera litst* . Arms factories came under 
th^ tight contrpl of the Ceniral Government * The , 
controversial decree's? oh the constitution of the police 
forces w ore enforoed i . t h0. Workers* Patrols were dis- 
, solved In fact es well a S In law* The popular militias 
finally lost their identity and were absorbed into the 
popular Army* which was brought under unified controif ; 
Restrictions bn religious worship were gradually removed 

' * ', ** I ■ * ■■ _ £ . 

largely at communist insistence* Censorship of the 
Cld'-PAI press became more commonplace* The leaders 
of the POUM were imprisoned and the* activities of the 
Qheka against the anarche^ syndicalists were Intensified* 







j* - 

. I. 

' j 

:- 7- -;-:- 

rS ‘ 440. 

; U ■ . .. ■ • /■. •• 


All these devolopmant a 

.followed, intelligibly ; 

j ; 

f&hm event# wEth- which this 

study ha a already dea It • 

. ■ ! ■ - « 

i : ‘ ■' '■ ' ,/ 

.if ; • ... *. 

May,- 19S7.la therefore;an app 

ropriate point at which to 

> 

conclude *d^..#toUnisttfc of the 

anarc ho • syndic a list n©ve* 

'*[ .. 

menfc* the Spanish* Civil War 

continued; the Spanish 
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Revolution hah; ;ended. 
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APPENDIX A 

THIS TREINTISTA MANIFESTO 1 


O 


o 


A LOS' CAMARADAS 9 A10$ 6IND.ICAT08 , A 3C0D0S 

1 ■ y nuestro 

On superficial analisis de la sltuaclon por que atreViesay 
nos Uevara; a declarar qua Espane se halla an un momenta 
de intense propphsicfa revolUoionaria, del que van a deriyarse 
profundas perturbaciones colectivas. No cobenegar le 
traecendenoia del memento ni/loe peligros de este periodo ' i 
revolucionario, porqua , .QUierase o no, la fuerza misma de 
loo acontecimientos ha de llevarnos a todos a sufrir las 
consecuencias de-la perturbacipn. B 1 advenimianto de la 1 
Rupublica ha ablerto un parenteSis en la Hiotoria normal 
de nuestro pais.; Derrocada la rnonarquxa; expuls ado ©1 ... , 

rey de ©u trono; I proclamada la Repdbllca por el eoncierto 
teclto de grupo©‘* partidos, organizacipn.es y indiividuos nue 
hah 1 an eufrido las aeometides de la Dietadure, y del .periodo 
pepresivo de Martinez Attldo y de Ariegui f ,.facil sera comp- 
render qua toda esta aerie de acontecimientos habian de 
llevarnos. a una situacidn nueva, a tin ^stado de cos as distinto 
a lo que hahia sido hasta entonces la vidalnaclottal durante. 

Ids ultlmos cincuenta ©iifos, deSde la RestaUracl 6n aca. 

Pare si los hechps cltados fueron el «glutinattte qua nos •• 
odndujo a destruir. una sltuaclon #©i-itfca»y a. t pa tar da inau- / • 
gurar tin perfodo 1 distinto el pasado, los hechos ecaecldp© .• 
deapues han venido a. demostrar nuestro aserto de qua Repots . V 
vive un momento yerdadaramante revolucloneFid. Fedillteda ’ ; i . 

la huida del rey y la expetriaoicn da tods la chusma ddrada.‘ 

y de sangre aaul ' » trns ©norm© axportacion df^dapitaies se... 
ha operado y se ha ernpobrecido ai, paid mas aun de lo que v . 
estaha. a ia huida^da Ids? piutocratas* banquerps^ financier os'; 
y caballeros del cupon y del papal da Estado sigUip una espao- 
. ulacion vergonzosq y dascarada* que ha dado lugar a jma fopmr 
idabl© depreciacion de la peseta y una desyaiorizacioh da la 
— del pais J ett un cinduanta por ciento. 


A este etaqua a los interese© ©conomicQa pora prpducir 
hambre y ia^mieeria de. ia > mayoria de los espa^dleS siguio la , 
eonspiracion-yelada* hopocrlta, de todas las cogullasy de . ' 
,todos los asptanados# da todps .los que por -tritunfar no tiettett'. 
inconvaniente ett ancender una vela a Dios y otra al diahld. *. 

El dominar, soluzgar yvivir da laexplbtacidn de todo un , 
puehio al que se humilla as lo qua se pane- por encima da todo^- * 
las consecuanciaB de esta coniabulaolbn' de ■ procedimlentos .• ■ 

ciminales son una profunda,a' intenea p8railzacidn de^ los 
creditos^publlcps y f por tanto, un colapso an todas las , 
industrias, que.provoca una dr is is espantosa, cdflio quiz©. 

^arnas se hahia conoaid a en huaStropais. Tallares qua . 

“—- ——————— ■ _1 • .*• *■'" 

Quoted in Pelrats, op. clt. „ vol.. I. t>P., hh-1*d* 
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cierran, fabricas que despiden a bus obreros, obras que se 
psralizan o que ya. no comienzan; disminuncion de pedidos 
en el comeroio; falta de salida de los productos naturales;;, 
obreros que paean semanas y semanas sin colocacion; infin- 
idad de industries limitodas a doe o tree y rouy pocae a 
cuatro diae de traba;)p. Los obreros que logran la semana- 
enters de traba^o, que pueden acudir a la fabrics, o al taller 
seie diae, no exceden del treinta por ciento. . *il empobreci- - 
miento del pals es ya un Hecho consumedo y aoeptado. Al 
lado de todas estas deeventuraa que' el pueblo sufre, se nota 
la lenidad, el proceder excesivamente legalists del Qobierno*. 

8a,lidos todos los ministros de la revolucibn, Is ban negado 
apegandose a la legslided como el molusco a la roca, y no 
dan pruebas de energis.sino en los oasos en que de ametrallsr 
al-pueblo se tfata. En nombre de la Republics, para defenderla, 
segua■ ellos, se utilize todo el eparato de represion del ^stado 
y se derrama Is sangre de los tr&bsjadores cado dig. Ya no 
es en eats o la <jira poblacion, es en todas donde el seco 
detonar de los mauseres ha segsdo vidss advenes y lozsnas. 
Mientras tanto, el Oobierno nada ha hecho ni nada hers en el 
aspecto economico. No he expropiado a los grandee terrsten- . 

. ientes, verdaderos'ogros del caropesino espsnol; no ha reducido 
en un centimo las gananoias de los. especuladores de la coso 
pdblica; no he deetruido ningun monopolio; . no he puesto coto 
a, ningtfn abuse de los que explot an y medran con el hambre, ,el 
dolor y la mlSeria del pueblo. Se ha colboado en eituacion - 
contemplative cuondo se ha tratado de mefmar privilegios, de 
destruir in^usticios, de evitar latrocinios tan lnfames como 
indignos. Como extranarnos, pues de lo ocurrido? ^or un 
lado altlvez, especulacion, zancadillas con la coso publics« 
con los valores colectivoe, con lo que pertenece al comun, con 
los valores sociales. .Por otro lado lenidad, tolersncia con 
los opresores', con los explot adores, con los victirnarios del 
pueblo, mientras a e'ste se le encarcela y pereigue, se le 
amenaze y extermina. 

Y, como digno remote a eeto, aba,lo el pueblo sufriendo, 
vegetando, pasgndo hambre y miserla, viendo como le escarootean 
le/revolucibn que el ha Hecho. • En los cargos publieos, en 
los destijnos judiciales, elli donde puede traicionarse la 
revolucion, siguen aferrados los que llegaron por favor 
oficial del rey o por la influencia de los ministros. Kste 

situaclbn, despues de haber destfu£do un regimen 9 dewuestra 
que la revolucibu que ha de^ado de hacerse deviene inevitable 
ynecessria. Todos lo reconocemos as i* / Los ministros, 
reconociendo la quiebra del Regimen economico; la Prenoa f 
oonstatando la insatisfaccion de!L.pueblo, y ^ste rebelandose 
contra los atropellos de que es vietime. Todo, pubs, vieno 
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a copf-irmar la inroinencia d© determinaciQnps que ©1 pais 
habra de tomar para, eelvando la reoolucion, solvara©. 

UNA IHT^RM^TAG I ON 

Siendo ia ©ituacion d© bonds tragedia coleptlya; 
queriendo ©1 pueblo salir del. dolor que Is ©torments t njS'ta 
y no' habi.endp mas que : un©poslbilidad.* . la revolucidni. como 
afrpntarla? La Historic nos dice que las revolucipnes las 
ban hecho sierapr© la© minor!os audaoes que ban- lmpulsado al 
pueblo contra los poderes eonstituido©. Basta que ©stas 
minor!©© quieranji qu© s© Ip. propongan^ para qu© en una ©it¬ 
uaci on seffiejant© la deetruccion del regimen impersnte y de 
la© fuerzas defensives qu© IP sostienen sea un hecho? 

Vesmos. Nates minorlas, provistas de algunos elementos 
agresivos, en un buen dla, o ©proveehando una ©orpresa* 
planish care a la fuerza publics, ee ©hfrenten eon alia y 
provpcan ©1 hecho ViolentOqu© puede coriducimo© a la 
Pevolucidh. line prepareclon rudimeUtaria* uno© cuanto© 
elernentos de chpque para comenzar * y ya ©e suficiente. 

Pim ©1 triunfq 4© la revolucidn al Valor d© unos cusntos 
individucis y ©.< Ip prpbletaatica intervehcion de la© multitudes 
qu© les secundarsn cuando estdn en la call©* 

' ■ [ . i . * ' 

No hac© falta preventr nada,ni coriar con.nada, ni 
pens®r ra^s que en Xahssrse a la- chile para veneer a un 
mastqdont©:. ©1 Noted o. , Penser que e'ste tiene element PS 
de defense formidables, qu©. e© diflcil destruirl© mientrSs 
que sus resort es de poder, su fuerza moral sobre ©1 nueblo, 
su.economia, su justiciafau credlto moral y economic© no 
eaten quebrantadjos per IP© .latropinio© y torpeza©, pop la 
inmoraltdad © incapacidad d© ©us dirigente© y por el debilita-p 
miento de ©us instltuclone©; penser que mientras queeatono 
ocurrt'puede destruirse el Nstado, es perder el ttempo* Divider’ 
locifistoria y desconocer la propia psicplogia humane ,• Y esto 
sh olvida, ©e esta olvidando actualmenie, Y por olvidarlo 
todo, ©e olvida basta la propia moral revOlucionaria. Updo 
se confla ml azar, todo se e©p©ra d© lo imprevisto, s© cr©e 
©a los mllagros de la ©antarevolueidn, comosi la revolucion 
fuera alguna panacea y no un hecho doloroso y cruel que ha 
d© fdr^ar ©1 hombre coii ©1 pufriinientP de. ©u cuerpo y @1 dplor - 
d@ su. mente. !?©te concepto de ia revolucidn, hi jo de la mas • 
pur©.demagpgia, patroeinado durante decena© de ano© por todoe 
loslpartido© politicos qu© han intentado y logrado muclia© . 

.yeces iasaitflir el PPder> tiene, aunqu© pareze© paradd^ico, 
def©n©6r©S;©n nuestrp© medip© y ©e ha reafirmado en determinado© 
ndcleo© d© militant©©. . ! Sin cUrse cuenta ca©n ellos en todos 
los Vicip© de l© demagogia :f diitica t en vicio© que nos . 

f . \ ' ’ . ■. . „ - • 





.O' 


llevarian a dar, la revolucionv si s© hitlers en ©etas'-' 
cohdiciones y se triunfae©,. al prirne^artido politico que 
a© preeentase, o Men agobernarnoaotros, a iomar ejL 
. foder: para.gobernar com©;si f tieramos un partl&o politico 
cualquiera, i.' podernos , debernos surnarnos noaotros, pu©de 
y .debeteopaares la^ poaf^deracioh Haclonel del Traba jjo a ©sa . 
concepcion cat^stroflea d© la r©v©lucion, del hecho* del 
geatorovolucidnapio? 

. ••.„• • l^aWTAOXOr 

Frehte a ©ate coheepto. Siispiista * Claeico y un t©nto 
pelicttl©r©» de la rsvolucidii, que actualraente nos llevafie 
a un fascism© republicano, con disfraz de gorro frigio, . 
pep© faScIsmo aL“ tin, "se alas otro, el verdadefo, el unieo 
de eeatido practico y comprenaivo, el qu© pued© li^vernos, 
el que no llevara iudefectipleraente a la coneecucidn d© 

/ nuestro 'OPiectiv© finai> 

(gulere este que la preparacidn no sea solamente de 
el^fientos agresiyos, de combat©, sino qu© se hen de^tener 

• estps y ademas elementos morales» que hoy son log mas fusrtes , 
16s mis dsstructores y Ids mis difieiles de veneer. Ro fia 
la revelucldn exeiusivamente a la audscia de las minor!as 

mas o raenojp scu&aces, sino que quier© que sea un movlmiento 
arfollador del puedlo an mass* &e is ©las© trabajjadora camin- - 

• ando haciasu liberacio'n definitive^, de loe „ Sindicatos y de 
la oonfederacidn, determinarido, el hecho, el gesto y el 
moment© precis© a la r©Yolucion. Uo cree que ,1a revoluelon 

. sea unicaroente ordenj metodoj est© ha &© entrap pot rauciven 
la preparacion y enla r©v©luelen misma, perodejando tambien 
lugaf suficiente para la. iniciatiy© individual, para el gesto 
y el hecho que correspond© si,individuo. Frente al concepto 
caotico e incoherent© de la revoluelon que tienen loe primeros, 

1 se alSa el ordenadOj previsor y coherent© de los segundos* 
Aquello ©a Juger al mot in, a la algarada,. a la revoluei<Aij ©e, 
eniea'lidad, retarder- la verdadera revpluoi on. 

ns^ pu©s, is diferencin bien epPeciable. A poo© que 
se medite s© noteran las veptaias de uno u otr© procedimiento. 
.Que cede an© decida coal d© las dos interpretaclones adopts. 

’ PAL ABBAS FIHALF.3 

Fa oil eera pensar a quien nos lea que no hernos ©scrito 
y firmado lo que antecede per placer, per el caprichoso 
deseo de qu© nuestros nombres apafescan al pie de un ©Scrito 
qu© tiene ceracter publico y que es doctrinal. Huestra 
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actitud esta fijada, hemoe adoptado una poslei on que- t 
apreciamos necesario a los intereses de la Confederacion 
y que se refleja en la segunda de las interpretedones 
expueetae sobre la revolucion. 

Sornos revolucionsrios, si; pero no cultivadores del 
mito de la revolucion. Queremo© que el capitalismo y el 
nistado, see rojo, bianco o negro, desaparazea; perOno / 
para ^jsuplantarlo por otro, sino .para que hecha la revoluqion 
economica por la clase obrera pueda 6sta iwpedir la reinstaur- 
acibn de todopoder, eee co&l fuere eu color. Quernmos una 
r.evolucidn nacids de un hondo sentir del pueblo,' como la ? 
que hoy ©e eetfT forjando* y no una revolucion due se nos 
ofrece, que pretenden traer unoe ouantos indi^mos, que si a 

llegaran, llamense cpmo quipran, fatalment© se converti¬ 
ng fan en dictadores el dla siguiente de su triunfo. Pero # 
esto lo queremos y lo deseamoe nosotros. Lo quiere tarabien 
as { la mayorfa de los militantes d9 la Organizacion? He aqul 
lo que interesa dilucidar ,• l.o r quq hay que poner eh claro 
cuanto antes* La Confederacion es una organizacion revolu- 
cionaria, no una organizacion que cultivtjr la algarada, el 
motxn,.que tenga el culto de la violencia por la violencia, 
de la revolucion*;"' Considerandolo ael, hoaotroa dirigimos 
nuestras palsbrae a los militantes todos, y lea recordnmoe 
que la hora es grave, y eenalainos la responsabilidad que cada 
uno vs a contraer por su acoion o por su omision. Gi hoy, 
manana, pasado, cuando sea, ee les invite a un movimiento , 
revolucionartp, no olviden que ellos ee deben a la Confederacion 
Haclonal del trabajo, a una organizacion que tiene el derecho 
a controlaree a si miema, de vigilar sue propios movimientos, 
de setuar porppopia iniciativa y,de determinersc por propia 
voluntad, Que la Confederacion ha de sella que,...eiguiep&o 
sue propios derroteros 9 debe decir como, cuando y en que 
pircunetancias he dedbrer; que tiene personalidad y rnedios 
propios para hacer lo que debe hacer. 


Que todos sientan la responsabilidad de este. momento 
excepcional que todos vivimos. No olviden que as! como el 
hseho revolucionario puede conducir al triunfo, y que cuando 
no se triunfa se ha denser oon digni&ad, todo hecho esp.oradico 
de la revolucion conduce a la reaccion y al triunfo de las 
demagogies. Ahora que cada cual adopte la poslcibn que major 
entienda. La riuastra ya la cpnoceis. Y firmes-en est<» ! 
proposito la mantendremos en todo momento y lugar, aunque por 


mantenerla seamos arrollados por la^corriente contraria. - 
Barcelona, agosto de 1931. - Juan LopeZp.Agustln GLbanel, , 
Ricardo Pornells, Jose Girona, Daniel Navarro, Jesus Rodriguez. 


[insert]: portla rrevoluc ion. 
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Antonio Vallabriga, Angel Pest ana., Miguel Portole©, 

Joaquin Roura, Joaquin Lorente, Progreso Alfarpche, 

Antonio Penarroya, Csmllo Pirfdn, Joaq.uln CprtdiSj iaidopo /« 
Cabin, Pedro Maesonij Francisco Arin, .Jose Cristisf, Juan 
Dinaras^Roldan Cortada, Sebastian Clara, Juan Peiro, 

Rem.6n Vina©, b ederico Uleda, ^©dro Cane, Mariano .Prat, 
Kepartaco Puig, JJarCiso Marco, Jenaro fiinguet. 
















APPENDIX B 

MRMORlAt LOS SUCNSOS DF, MAYO DN 1937 m BARCELONA 
I NFORMS PRV8VNTAD0 POR KL COMITft NACIQNAL SR LA C.N.T. 
T : SOBRS LO OCURR IDO WN CATAL0MA r “ 


INFORMS SOBRS LO OCURRIDO SN CATALUNA 

Loa accntecimientos que han tenldo lugar en la region 
catalana,.obligan a que elrvamos a la Organizacion el 
inform© de los hechos, y m£s particularmente, cual ha aido 
la intervenoion que en loe mlsmos ha tenido ©Bte Coraite 
Naoional. - 

SI lunes tuvlmo8 noticiae de-quo pcurria algo grave en 
Barcelona. No nos decidimos a intervenir, porque yo hacia 
dlas que anormalldades existian* y estabcKnos convencldos de 
que no era facil lograr que nuestra intervene!dn parara loe 
hechos. Por conocer que la orgarjlzacidri de Catalana atra-• 
vesaba : una etapa de experimentacion, consietente en aplicar 
en las actualeancireunstancias los mismos metpdoe que dieron 
vida y Consistencia a la CNT., sin recordar los camaradas, 
que hoyi en un plan de intarvencioniamo gubernamental y de 
colaboracion obliged©, los metodos requerian un cambio, 
coincident© con el cambio de oposicion a intervenoion. 

Por iptra parte, el adversario politico, actuaba de forma t 
provocative, cbnrla idea fi^a da lograr que la Organizacion 
confederal volviera por los fueros de lucha en la call®, 
vi procesoer^ largo, y habiamoS tenido ocasioh de intervenir, 
viendo que ©ran inutiles, nuestros esfuerzos, ya que en las 
reuniones y plejnos se planteaban las cosas d© forma inopor^- 
tuna. * 

vi martes! dia h, los camaradas qu© intervienen en el . 
Gobierno fuerojn llamados por el President© del miemo, el 
cual les informo de que la situacion en Barcelona era tan 
grave, que requeria una intervencion decisive, per© que se 
paralizera la guerra civil que habia estalledo con toda 
violencia. Pxpuso. Largo Caballero, que el |Conseco de 
Seguridad interior de Cetaluna, habia solicitado del' Ministro 
de la Gobernacion el Onvio urgent® de 1.500 guardias, ind&ap- 
ensables para sofocar *1 movimiento. Silo no podia hacerlo 
el Gobierno ya que era. entregar unas fuerzae para que operasen 
: 

This document was cited above, p. 430 . , under Mariano 

Vazquez. Although the National Committee report was 
published in 1937 (' jolgtln de Ififormaci6h CNT AIT FAX, 

NO.- 259 (May 17, 1937)* 9-13), it was heavily censored.. 

The typescript document is complete. 





al servicio de quien tal vez tuviera que ver con el conflicto 
.planteado, Antes de acceder a ello, procederia a la incau-^ 
taeloh de los servicios de Orden Publico, tal y oomo le ^ 
facultaba la Constitution. Bra necesarto que los Coroltes 
Nacionales de la CUT. y de la UGT. se desplazaran inraediata- 
mente a Barcelona, para ver Bi lograban que se depusleran - 
las arroas, sin per.j'uicio de que posteriorraente se discutieran 
las causes y se T?uscaran soluciones. 

Se reunio el Comite National, decidiendo ir a Barcelona* 
con la mislo'n ante todo, de que cesase el fuego,.para evitar 
la incautacion de los servicios de Orden Publico por el 
Oobier.no Central y amortiguar en lo posible, el desastre que 
en el orden international y en el interior, signifataba .la 
guerra civil que habia estallado. 

x Designnmoe a los companeros Juan Garcia y Mariano ft. , 
Vazquez, para que seidesplazaran a Barcelona., Por la 
EJeafciva de la UGT. fueron los camaradas Hernandez Zanoa;Jo 
y Munoz. En avion se realiz6 el via^e. las dificultades 
de la circulacion, obllgaron a qu© los camaradas de la UGT. 
vinieran con nosotros al Comite Regional. Alii encontramos 
a los camaradas que. acababan de celebrar una reunion, hablendo 
deslgnsdo una comision para que fuese a la Generalidad a dar 
cuenta de la posicion de la Organizedon. Esta.estaba 
dispueeta a liquidar la situacidn en el raomento que ©e echara 
a Aygua'deO/i y ‘Rodriguez Salas de. los cargos qu© ocupaban de 
Consedero de Seguridad interior y Comisarl6 General de Orden 
Mblico, por ser los responsables dlrecto© de la situacipn 
creada.. Volvieron a reunlrse los comites y camaradas.* 

Wos informaron de la situacidn. Las constantes proyjocaclones 
habia producido el cheque en la call©. La ultima ere el 
enx'io de fuerza publica a la, Telefonica, para adueflarse d© 
ella en perjuicio del Comite de control UGT-CNT. En el 
Consejo de la Generalidad ultlmaraente celebrodo, todos 
coincidieron en reconoeer que Ayguad© se habie extraiimitado 
al mandar la fuerza publica. Pero nadie queria apechugar 
con la responsRbilidad de carabiar, sancionando, al responsable 
Ayguadd y Rodriguez Salas.- 

Se designo que fudramos conjuntamente con la comision 
designada a la Generalidad. De esta maner*podr£sn reunlrse 
los compnBeros de la E^ecutlva UGT. con los suyos de Cataluna. 

i 

En la Generalidad, provocamos una reunion con todos los 
sectores. Inlciada la mlsm?* planteamos como cueetlon previa, 
la conveniences de que los representantes de las Organlzaolones 
dirgleramos por radio una elocution, lanzando la consigns de 
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"alto el fuego". Era precise ganar tiempb, evitar vfctimas. 

Y previando qua la discusion podia prolongarse, adelantamos 
tiempo, al propio tiempo que dabaroos a eonocer a todos que 
estabamos reunidos y dispue'stoe a encontrer solucion al 
problems grevisiino plant©ado en la cslle. 

t * ! 

Pue aceptada rmjestra proposicion por las demas represent¬ 
ed ones. Suependlose la reunion. Hablamos por radio. Y 
volvimos a reunirnos. Despue'e de amplio debate, propusismos 
la formula de que 8e formara un Conseco provisional, con 
cuatro representantesj en ©1 cual no interviniero. nadie de 
los que habian intervsnido en el anterior Consejo. be esta 
forma desplazabamos a Ayguade' y ..Rodriguez Salas, yn que al 
propio tiempo ponieraoa por condicion de que / el nuevo ConseJero 
de Seguridad interior, asurrdera la direceion absoluta del 
Orden Publico. Este ConseJero tendria caracter provisional 
. y esteria presidido por Companys. Su tarea ser£a de 10 a 
15 dias, tiempo que las Organ!zaciones emplearian pai 5 a 
discutir sus puntos de vista y llegar a. ;la elaboracion de 
un programs de aetuacion: que obligara de forma responsable, 
que los pactoa y acuerdos fueron letro muerta. Se aceptb, 
despues de discutirse ampliamente, la proposlcibn. cl 

moment.O'de concretar cuando habia de conBtituirse el Consejo. 
Nosotros defendiraos el criterio de que se constitujrere 
inmedi.atemehte a fin de quo, al conocerlo la opinion, supiera 
que habia quedado el conflicto resuelto.y se imponia que eada 
cual se retirara. Los representantes de la UQT. - comunistas 
en Cataluna - se oponlan alegando que era preciso que primero 
ceeara totalmente el fuego en la calle, convenla Begin ellos 
dar tiempo a que se normalizara la situacion. Terminsron 
por proponer que nos.fu6ramos a dormir y que por la manona, 
Companys diera la nota de conetituci6n del nuevo Consejo. 
Insistimos. Agotomos los argumeutos en defense de-nuestrs. 
tesis. Crelamos* que er<^ preciso ganar tiempo, pars impedir 
que el Oobierno se viei*a obligado a ineautarse de 16s shrvicios 
de Orden Publico, pero no hubo manors de entenderse. La 
Esquerra y los Rabassaires, aunque nc llevaban el debate, se 
adherian al criterionde los comunistj^as. Y al final, dos de 
la madrugada, tarminb la reunion decidiendo hablar de nuevo 
por radio, dando cuenta de que lleg^bamoe a entendernos y 
que ere- neceSario cesera totalmente el fuego, normal!sand6 
la. eituacibn. Por la manana Companys daria la not© dando 
cuentn de la constitution del nuevo Consejo de la Oeneralidad. 
Consejo de paciflcacion y provisional.. 

Al terminer la reunion, comunicamos al Oobierno que las 
cosas iban por buen camino. 
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t? 1 Gablerno habla estado reunido en sesion permanent©, 
tratando del^problems, de Cataluna y dlsputiendos© un decreto 
de ineautacion de servicios d© Qr&eh Publico. bo companere 
Federico llevo 1c oposicion durante cuatro boras a los 
comunistxjas y a los republicanos, que defendian la ineautacion 
de los servicios de orden ptfblioo y defensa. Fue un debate 
movldo que a ,1a bora de la votacion, perdimos, decidi^ndose 
la incautaclon, con la condicion de que se eeperare al dltimo' 
memento para ponerlo en practica. ^1 Conse,1o sigu.i6 reunido 
hasta que a las dos de la madrugada iaformatnos,de que la 
sltuacion iba normalizandose,. Ant© esta referenda ©1 
Conseco se disclvio, qued&ndo en reunirse de nuevo por la 
rnanana si los acontecimientos lo exlgian, 

TJJn’ Barcelona, a la rnadrugada siguient© obBervataos que 
la sltuacion a© agravaba. Wuestra primers alocucion por 
radio phobia sido tornado en cuenta. Pero a las pocas boras, 
-volvio a r*» crude e'er se la lucha. Y al omanecer el miercoles 
presentaba mal carlz el panorama de Barcelona. 

A las oeho y media de la maftana nos presentamoe en la 
Generalidad y pedimos que se lovantaran las represeataciones 
de todos los sectores, porque considerjftji’abamos que era- 
irapresci'ndible que no se perdiera el tienipp, y se diera por 
constit.uido el.Conseco, Fueron indtilea nuestios esfuerzos, 
puesto que a las once y media se levanto y no pudimos reunirnos. 
Ya. reunidos, los comunietssoaCin defendieron la tesis de que el 
Conseco no se eon8tituy*>ra hasta dentro de tree boras, 
ystabaraos dlscutiendo cuando se nos comunicd que el -Goblerno 
Central habla determinado incautarse de los serviclos de orden 
publico y defense, del c gando eri Arrondo y Posas los Mondoo de 
Segurided y Guerra* 

Claramente pudimos observar con la disimulada aatisfaccidn 
que acogfan todoe la decision del ‘Goblerno, Al poco tiempo 
llegeba a lb Generalidad la noticia de que en el puerto de 
Barcelona hablan^ndlado unos barcos de guerra frances^es , 
e ingleses. Fue este. otro motivo. de disimulada satisfaccion- 
para ellos. A pesar de todo eeguimo© intentando parer el , 
fuego. Sin embargo, una notlcia venia. a enturbiar la sltuacion 
3eee, nuevo conse^ero de la Generalidad■y Secretario general 
de lo UGT,, habia sido muerto al dirigirse a la Generalidad 
y se decla que habi'a sido asesinado deede el Cindicato de 
■^spectaculos Publicos. Posterlormeiite ha podido co.mprqbaree 
que no fu4 del Sindicato de donde salio le bala qye sego su 
vide. ’Silo agrava la sltuacion de tirantez.Ademas* Escobar , 
el nuevo delegado do Orden PCiblioo, al ir a tomar poseslon 
del cargo, habia sido atentado, Fn su lugar se designabe 
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desde Valencia al Teniente Coronel Arrondo, Seguimos I 

trabajjando, haciendo cUanto podiaraos, por llquidar la j 

eituacidh. v Nos pusiraos al hablo con el nueyo delagado j 

de Orden Publico, al cual nos did buenos palabras oon referenda 
a bus propdsltoa. . Comunieamos .'con la Organizacidn que, a 
tenor de lo manifestodo por Arrondo, euantos incidentes Se 
produiesen se nos comunicaran para irlos tremltando con el* i 

^1 miercoles por la noche, de acuerdo con los camaradas ! 

que estabamos en la Generalidad, deeidimos hablar por radio 
.-Junto con Vidiella de la UGT., para ha'Cer un nuevo llamamiento 
terrninante, concretando que la CUT. eetaba diepueeta a desaut- 1 
orizor a qulenes siguieran con las arme© en la calls tranecur- 
rida un hora. - 

La Federacion de Sindicatoe, de pcderdo con la Locallde 
la UGT., redact6 la orden de vuelta al traba^o. Hoe pusimos 
de acuerdo a los directores de los di*rios de iia CUT. y UGT* 
parr. ; que el juevee fcparec&eran dand.o la vpz de concordia. 

^1 jueves ardanecio con relrtiva tranquilidad por las, 
calles; In gente empezaba a circular. vi transporte dio 
la orden de vuelta al traba^o, per® com© les lfneas estaban 
averiadas bubo nccesidad.de que antes de que los trenvies 
salieran, lo hicieran las coches. de reperncioh. v Salioron 
y nl correr de la manana 1 tuvieron que retiraree por haber 
sido tiroteados. Tarabien fue tlroteado algun tranvia que, 
intento snllr. r,l Metro tuve. que suspender la cireulacion, 
porque en algunas entradas, los policias comunistas y de 
■^stat Catala, asediaban a los viajeros. ' p n los centros y 
barriadas de los otros sectores que ferraaban el frente contra 
nosotros, se detenia y cacheoba y ee rompian los carnets de 
la CUT. Fn algunos lugeres aporecian grandes cantidades 
dr/carnets confederales, rotos. Pn otros lugnreo sr hostil- 
( isaba a ljoo camaradas, Centros nueetros eran, asediados. Los 

adverserlbs dominaban posiclones, aproverhandose de la tregua 
I . que ofrecian nuestros comppneros, ansiosoede poner fin a la 

lucha ^raticida. ^sta situecion did por resultado que a 
medio dia la situecion empeorase, y ya de nuevo la lucha ee 
generplizo'* 

! ‘ y 

Por lo tarde* el Secretario del Comite Nacional, se , 
desplnzo' al Comite Regional g donde tenia lugar una reunior^. 
Inmediotamente nos dimos cuenta de que la situacion era mas 
grave que nunca. Los Camaradas estaban dlspuestos a echar 
por la calle de enmedio. Haste aquel mcamento no se habla , 
movilizodo todo lo que podia movilizarse. Y la organizacion 
de Catalunaifee disponia a hacerlo por verse materialmente 







acorralada. El local del Coniite Regional iba slendo 
cercado. 1 El Slndicato de Sanidad era const ant anient e 
atacado. Ya determinaban todos a cursar las drdenes 
de movilizacidn de todos los efectivos para lanzarse a la 
lucha decisive. La Re'gidn, qua habla permanecldo al . 
margen de los hechos* por indicaclon del Comlte Regional, 
iba a recibir la orden de movlllzacldn. Se tenfan not Idas 
de que a Tortosa habian llegado 1.500 guardias que venlan 
de Valencia. Se iba a dar la orden de que no se lea dejara 
avanzar. Pozas, se habla preSentado a la Consederla de 
Defense, a cumplir el mandato del Gobierno Central. Se 
habla de 7 Cidido que no se le diera posesion. Tito, esta 
sltuacion Intervino el Comlte NaCional para indicar la in- 
convenlencia de tales decisiones. No era posible, por 
muchas provocaclones que^se nos hubleran hecho y>que se nos 
pudieran haver, que cerrararnos los ojos y deoidieramos x 
entablar la batalla definitiva. El ultimo extr&no, aun 
suponiendo, que era mucho suponer, que la Organlzacion 
aplastara a todos eri Cataluna, £,que harlemos con la victoria? 

El desastre mayor esperaba a la lucha antifacista, los frentes 
se romperlan. El.extran^ero, visiblemente encsrnado en las 
escuadras que habian anclado en el puerto de Barcelona, inter- 
vendrlan para imponer el armlstlqio que tanto deseaban muchos. 
Por otra parte, no habla que olvidar que perdida la guerra se 
h&bla perdido la Revoluclon y toda conquista proletarla. Y 
para verguenza del anarquismo espanol, apareceriamos a los 
ojos del Mundo, como, responsables de tal desastre. No podlamos 
'olvidar que la vision de 10s hechoe demostraban con toda 
precision, que habiamos hecho el juego al^adversarlo, Querfan 
que<ealieramos a la calle, que el orden publico pessra al 
Gobiemo, convencldos de que este, por el interes de la guerra, 
por necqeidad exterior;e interior, habrla de aplastar el movi- 
raiento. \ De esta forma el Gobierno Central lucharia oontra 
no8otros, y despues ellos aparecerlan. Eliminada la CNT., 
y si antes no venie la intervencion del Goblerno, lavandose 
las manos y duenos de la sltuacion en Cataluna, ya que nadie 
lee podrla decir que la represidn la llevaron ellos a Cabo. 
Aflrmo tambldn el Comlte Naciona'l que deSde el primer momento 
habla decidldo que lo que ocurriera en Cataluna quedara aislado 
alii. Habla mandado un delegado a cada Regional y tree al 
frente die Aragdn para evitar la repercusidn de los, hechoe, 
igual.en las demas reglonales que'en el frente. Comprendlamos 

perfectamente la tragedia de los camaradas que se ven acorral- 
ados y prOvocados. Que contemplaban la calda de sus companeros 
y amigos. Pero par enclma de todo estaba la necesldad de que, 
en un momento no se hundlera estrepitosamente todo el e^Bfuerzo 
reallzado por e.l proletariado espaiiol desde el 19 de Julio, 
sirviendo en banders Is victoria a Franco por una parte, y 
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haciendo el duego al adverserlo, por otra. 

8e insult6 el Comite Nacional. Se di;)o que no 
representaba a la Organizacion el Secretario que hablaba. 

Pero por encima de todo, los camaradss fueron reflexionando 
y se decidio en primer lugar dar posesion al General Pozas ; 
de la Consejeria de Defense. Y en segundo lugar mantenerse 
a la defensive en lugar de pasar a la ofeneiva, como se habia 
decidido. '• Mientras, el Coriite Nacglonal, se reisponsabiljlzaba 
en plantear el problem* inmedi atomente al Qobiemo Central* 
para ver l£ manera de liquider la batalla. Inmediatemente. 
se desplazo la delegacion del Coroite Naoional, .lunto con una 
comleion, a la Gerieralidad, para ponernos al habla con 
Qobernacion por telefono. Al hablarcon el Ministro, expusimos, 
con toda cisridad lo grave de la ; situaclon. Denunciamos la 
actitud de ,los Mandos de orden publico, ^lo oual justiflcaba 
la aotuaolon provocative de la fuerza publics,, ya que seguia 
bajo las ordenes suyas. Planteamos con claridad que el 
problems de Barcelona no era un problems de orden publico, 

. sino de tact©. £ra imprescindible para que terminsra la 
lucha, que se estableciere un plazo de tregua. TRes horas 
serlan suficiente. . Precisaba que durante ese tiempo la 
.fuerza publics no intervlniera para nada. Que no efectuara 
cacheos. Que no detuvlera a nadie. Que no hiclera absolute- 

mente nada. Filters© podrian, los que estaban en arrrias, 
abandonar las barricades, los locales y cuantos lugares ooupaban 
Galarza,, aoeptd nuestra eugerencia. Be detqrmind que de sets 
a nueve de la mansina del viernes, la fuerza publics no se 
meteria con nadie* Ya desde aquel memento se dorian ordenes 
tcrminantes para que no se hieiera fuego. F>n cuanto / a los 
mandos, nos anuncld que al otro die llegarian en avion, los, 
nuevos Je^ee, con ordenes por escrlto,' que serian ensefiadas 
a la compahera Montseny que estaba en Barcelona, para que \ t 
tuvieremos la seguridad de que no se iban en plan de represion, 
sino de paclficacion* Sobre el Comisario de orden Publico, 
Rodriguez Salas, habia ordenado que inmediatemente fuera 
destituido. La fuerza publics que venia de Valencia, ere 
neceaerio, segun Galarza se la dejara* pasar. Su llega&a a % 
Barcelona era imprescindible, ya, que los guardias que habian 
eran una fuerza parcial., apaslonada y que significaba un 
peligro para la pacificeci6n. Fn estas condiciones, quedamos 
de aouerdo con el Ministro de la Qobernacion. • JJnicamente 
toncretamos, por ser importante, que.la fuerza publica no_ 
entrara en Barceloanahasta despues de las nueve de la menana, 
para evitar incidentes. Acepto Galarza,lo idea y se comprom-^ 
etio" a haoerlo asi, Pusimos en conocimiento de la organizacion 
Catalans las conclusiones a que hablamos llegado, ordenando . 
que los camarads estuvieran preparados, para a las seis de la 





manana, retlrarse. La Federacion Local da SS.UU, ;}unto con 
la Local de la DOT. redactaron otra nota dando la orden de 
vuelta al trabajo, Por otra parte, heblamos con Arrondo 
para concretar sobre las ordenes del Ministro de la Ooberriaclon. 
Al poco tiempo propusimos y se aceptb, que las patrullas de 
control, fuerza pttblica que ee habia puesto a las ordenes del 
delegado de Orden Publico, que no habian intervenldo en los 
suoesos, salleran a las sets de la manana a patrullar por las 
calles de Barcelona, para evitar que ee produ^ese..; nlngun 
lnoldente. Impcrta indicar que desde el mo^mento que en la 
Oeneralldad se conocio' el resultado de nuestra conversacion* 
con el Ministro de la Gobernacion, los representantes de 
todos los sectores, desde Campanys hasta Comorera, pusieron 
mala qax*fe. Aquello era un golpe muy duramente asestado a 
sue caleulos. Todo el plan se hundi©, desde el momento en 
que llegamos a un qcuerdo con el Ooblerno Central. 3e 
reunieron en diversas ocaslones durante aquells. noche del 
Jueves^al viernes. Por lf|raanana, los camaradas, atenlendose 
a las ordenes cursadas, se retlraron Inmediatemente a sus 
cases, Mucho antes del plazo indlcado, ya no habia nadie 
en armas. Sin embargo, losjbtros aprovechaban todas las 
oportunldades para provocar. Se havia dificil en algunos 
oasos contener la indignacibri de los companeroa atrqpellabos, 
a pesar do las ordenes que habia. Eso era una prueba mas 
de que.lbs adversaries no querian la tregua., A toda costa 
deseaban que sigulera .la luche.. . Era el plan concebido, pero 
lee fall 6 porque buen sentldo se lba lmponiendo a los camarades 
y no se respondlo a las provocaciones. De esta manera quedo" 
llquidado el grave, problems de Barcelona, ^ 

En los pueblos los camaradas de,jaron. oiroular a .las fuerzas 
que venian de Valencia, per.o eh ^al^gunos lugares los adversaries, 
slempre en el plan de provocacibn y revanoha, aprovecharon la 
retirade de los'eompaneros para ejercei* atropellos. En 
Tarragona. asesinaron. a unos cuantfos , companeros despubs de 
haberse liquidado el problems de Barcelona." En otros lugares 
se ejercla represlpn. Era que los mandos aotuaban en los 
pueblos ba^Jo las ordenes de los pertidos que habian ^levado . 
la guerra a Barcelona.en contra de la COT. Nada fue"suflciente 
para detener el sentldo de responsabilidad y la sensatez 
que se lmponian a nuestro robvlmlento. a las cinco de la t&rde 
llegb a, Barcelona , el nuevo aero*© de orden publico qup 
resulto' ser Emilio Torres, Inmeaiatemente se entrevisto com 
la oompanera Federioa, la cual leyb las brdenes que traia de 
Dalarza y que en realidad eran ordenes terminantes de 
exclusive paclflcaclon. La fuerza publics no ehtrb en 
Baroeloanahaeta que Torres entro entro en poses! oil del cargo. 
Arrondo al abandonar Gobernacion salib coii Artemio Ayguade, 
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prueba de-que a pesar de todojjiabia seguido el hombre 
nefasto, al frente de Orden Publico. Posterlormenie*. 
hijmos seguldo las conversaciones con el delegado de orden 
publico en Cataluna, pars ir resolvlendo loa probleraasque 
ee planteaban* tan pronto eran locs^odos. ,Los propio 
heraos hecho con el Minlstro de Is Oobernacion. Asi hemos 
llegado al, momento en que escribimos eete informe, sin que 
la eituaclon se haya a gravedo, sino que por el oontrarlo 
tiende a mejjorar paulatinamente. 

Imports antes de terminar el presents informe, haeer unaa 
breves considered ones. 'RsteT claramente expresado el hecho 

de que^lo ocurrldo no era algo aislado o que. se produjese 
espontaneamente. Ha aido el final de un prooeso largo de 
elaboracion de uni plan perfeotnraente traeado. Se ha lleyado 
una politics de provacidn en Cataluna. La vpz cantante ha 
sido el Partido Caiiunista y la Jpequerra. En el mismo 
estaba enr^lado Eetat Catala, separatists, Deep tie's , de 

madursdo el plan de provocacio'n se ha llevado a los camaradas 
a la posioi6n violenta de defpnsa. Ya en la calls el plan* 
tendia a lograr la inceutacion de los servicios de orden 
publico, por el Oobierno Central, para que £ste batallara y 
aplaetara a la CNT., y a1 anarquismo en Cataluna* Reali- 
zadafLa misldn de verdugo. por el. Oobierno, ellos apareeerlan 
en el •palenque, libres. de adversaries, para volver al. pred- 
ominlo de la burguesi/a y la politics separatists tendria 
araplio campo de aocion* Eeto, claro, esta, en el supasSto 
de que no ee produ;Jeee Ijn intervene!on extraniera - que 
tambien estaba en el plan *• y debars a Cotuluna libre 
definitivamente del pellgro del fasclsmo y de la Revolution, 
a consecuencia de que Inglaterra, Francia y Mussolini, 
reconocieran el estado, libre de Cataluna. En otro orden 
de cosas, observamos la. prepsradon en el exterior. Desde 
el momento que sonaron los primeros disparos, en todo el 
mundo la prenaa se slzo' en violenta campana contra el 
anarquismo. Catalan. La propaganda ha eido tan rapida y 
extenea que no es posible surgiese del conocimiento de los 
hechos. Se deduce facilmente que estaba preparada. Y al 
sonar el primer disparo solo >?Iubo de lanzar l,a voz de ataque. 
Todas las baterias de la prensa se descargai^on contra nosotros 
Hay un detalle importante, que demuestra existia complot en 
el exterior. F,1 delegado del Gomit^ Nacional interceptc) . 
en Barcelona un telegrams dlrigido por una personalidad de 
la Esquerra a Francia, en el cual decla textualmentej , 

••wstic be. Tot marxa" (Estoy bien, Todo marcha). Este 
telegrams era cursado el miercoles a mediodia, cuando la 







lucha recrudecia en las calles de Barcelona. Otro details 
importantielmo ee que en un Centro de Estat Catal£, se f 
encontraron 250 panuelos monaquicoe.. Y otro que Ayguade 
recogid 300 guard!as nacionales y les habia pagado la 
ultima mensualddad, guardiaB nacionales que hab£an sido 
expulsado por el Mihistro de la Gobernacion, del Cuerpo* 

Claro esta, que la expulsion ee produce por desafectos o 
dqdosos. in el Conseco de Mintfitroe que tuvo lugar el 
sabado, los co^iistss abrieron fuego atacando ddramenta 
a laCNT. y planteando todo un programs de represion. 

Programs;de represidn y ataque que fue energicatnqnte replicado 
por nuestros camaradas,por / el Presidente del Conseco y por 
el Ministro de la Gobernacion. A toda costs los comunistss 
querian que se despedazara a la CIST. particularznente en . 
Cataluna. Les falld la maniobra. Hubo qn mitin el domingo 
en el que el Partido Comunista nos atecd duramente. ,La Prensa 
del mismo.Partido, desde el primer momento, no tuvo mas 
preocupacion que agitar las posiciones contra nosotros* / 
Esta es la situaoion. Ahora solo falta que la Organlzacion 
reflexions profundamen«jte sobre le ocurrido. Precise que 
nos Bituemos en el piano de no hacer jamas el juejjjo al 
advereario. La sltuacion polffcica es cada vez mas compleja* 
Solo un analisis detenido efectuado por quienes conocemos las 
inferloridades y el complejo de esas situaciones puede 
llevarrios / al oamino que nos interesa, al movimiento, a la 
Revolucio'n y al triunfo de la guerra. Ante todo* no lr 
nunca de manera inconsciente al lugar que nos quieran llevar, 
sino al qua queramos ir, y al que nos convenga. Prenemos 
los impUlsos y orientemoe las cosastal como intefesa. 

Ahora mismo, todos desvarfah, todos pierden la brujula, 
particularmente- el Partido Comunista ariite el fracaso estrep- 
itoso de su maniobra. Orientemos la ofeneiva en el piano 
de la sensatez, y la exposition/jrdenada de heohos, abandonan- 
do el tond de agresividnd y dejemosles que griten. T?n su 
obra pereceran. . Y el movimiento. liberto.rio se abrira peso 
por au cepacldad y enorme sentido objective* 

. Frsternalmente os saluda. 

POR ?L COMITE WACIOHAL, 

/ 

Mariano R. Vazquez, secretarlo. 

Valencia 13 de mayo de 1937. 
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, S Hrs| 1 P u%ifl^lte ra:L ds Tral)a J adoras > I960; 





MTMJfgS Off CRT MX) FAI C0SFBRE1KCES, 


'Confederaolon, Regional del Trabajo de Catsluna, 

Memorla dal Gongreso eelebrado en Barcelona 

del ano l^lB^ BargQlonat Imprenfca Germinal, 1918 

Confederacion Hieional del Trabajo* aemorla del 
Congrea o eelebrado en Cl Teatro dola^ Comedia 
Be'Madrid Ida" Mas 10 "al l^ d© Dlciembre d© 


Memorla del 


Congreso 
l©s dias 




Memorla del Pleno Regional de Slndloatoa Unicoa 
de Cataluna SeieWado en Barcelona del $ al 


Memorla del Plane P enin sular de hegionales de 
la W7K !» iT ^elebragi o en Hadr in Xba lSCas' is, 

29 y 'SOT'da OoluBre* 1935 * "Barcelona ? '&TT 
Somite ' penffcimilaa^.’ 1983, . 

Rational Committee of tile CRT* Internal Retort of, 

the CUT Debates on the Workers* "" Alliance Question 
and on the Role o f tb e cRt In the Rising of “ 
Oct ober 193d 1 Zaragoza; beoember, i&34• 

This document is untitleds the English title 
is the writer*e * 


ConfederacIon Regional del Trabajo de Cataluna* 

Mem orlas dela Conferencia Reg i onal Bxtraordinarla 
Celebrada lbs d£as 25j, ^ •y' 27’ de Enerol936. " 
,Barcelona/ 1936. ; " • 

Memorla del Pleno Peninaular Celebrado 
: - el dla 50 de enero y 1 de febroro de TSMZ 
Bardeldna! El COmite^ehAnaular, i9«$8* 

Minutes of the CRT Rational Congress of Zaragoza of 
May, 1936i Sollderldad Obrera* Boa* 1288-03. 

May 3-24, 195|u-* — - - f 
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Congreao Regional de Canrpealnoa de Ca taluna: 

■ Memori aT Barcelona: Art 0 $ 6r aTlc a a C.IT.T., 
Septoriflaer, 1956* 

F*A.I*, Memoria del Eleno Peninsular do Regionales 

CeleW do^ orWe^IT " ^ ''y’^r^e^e^ro ngEr’ 

193^ * Barcelona? 2*dlctones do la SeccldnUe 
Wens a y Propaganda del Coalite Peninsular do 
la PsA.I** W8?. 

Meiaoria del Oongrego Ext r ao rdinario Col ebrado en 
! HB ^c^lona , ~lC^yiaar^’ de f'e^rero]^“ ^_'4o • 

Mayo L sic*; sKoul& read Marao] de 105f7 
Barcelona:, “falleres"GraiTcos Juan, 1937. 

Pederaoion Anarquiaba Iberica, Hemoria del. Pleno 
Regional de Grupo a Anarcuissaa de Levante 
Colebrado en ATicante* durante los. alas II, 

ra7T5; 14 "y "IS'.aeT^e " 3~q5^ aor II~g 5 '' l t5-7V - 

Valencia? Editorial ■ h Tlosotros ,, Y ltT3T.' 

F.A.I*, Me moria del Piano Peninsular do ftegionales 
Cgle]^^^o^en[^^leHoTi r l o a dl asT~4Y5, d y 7 de 
Julio, 19&7T '"'YalencTa":~ Sdlciones de la 
Seccion dePremm y Propaganda del Coialt® , 
Peninsular do la F*A.I*, i937. 

Coaite Hacional, Info me do la pelagacidn de la 
C*N ,T* al Co ngreao i xtrAordiaarTo de la A. f.T. 
UTtclembre de 1957 J v B oaolu c tones del lllsrao . 
Barcelona l SeccTon de Infdmacion, propaganda 
y Prensa C.1M?** 1957. 

Aeuopdos del PlePo Econ oftiico Maelpnal Amplisdo i 
El priiaSr'Congresd“‘Wac.TonaI de""caraotor 
co nstruct! vo, cole Pra do ea lq Eapa na anti- 
lalicisla. ddsde el "1 ^ He ^uTJTq,. cu y na seaiones 
Ean''"iEenido lugar deideVIT5a 1 ' W~ He liner " 1 
de "1958" * Barcetona: Ar t e s Cr alio sis, 1938, 


El Anarquiamo en jgspana (In form®. del Ccmlta. Peniri- 
mlar de la Pederaolon ABe rquiafea Xberlca al 
MovliBientd'"I) , rb , ertario Tnt ern acidn'alT ' ¥yp sect lot, 
mlnoograpbed, Oc^dEor ^1957. 

P.Ail., Estatutos Generates de la Pederacidn 
Anarqulsda Iberlca . ' Valencia Vl9$7. 
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Comito Peninsular do la F.A.I.* Info rms al Plqno 
do , a egionalea de l So tare 

feierra ^.'las'Yig^'iiflcaoloneg' 
a Quo flbliga .la fckperlencla. BSiciloHaT ' 
Soptember ',«. Typescript, mimeographed*. 

Fsderacion MaeIona1 do la Industrie Agr.o-1 ecuaria: 

^Co^ yctly id a^ ’f d a '"Kd'fel'^ l ef" ~IeT 

^lobr esat^areelona^:" HolIIiacioroT E con o&dcaa . 

M Z±W7 *C .N,T.-on ^Francis a 7I.T .: SicclonT^e 
Iniciativaa Proyoctos y SafcudL os do las Fe&ora-h 
clones bacionalos do Industrie. Typescript,. a.&. 

Fade r a don Mao tonal de la induatrla del Transports 
“ ^orrostrei tfcleottv i dad Taxlsta de Barcelona; 
^ eaTl'aacl.^e s ;.gcog^Xc'aa » M.L.E,~C.H.T. on 
Francis A*1.1?;: Seccion do iniciativas 
Froysotoa y Esfcudlos do 3a a Fedoracionos 
Macionalas do Industrie. Typescript, _n,d* 

Galnzarain, Aquillna, Fe deraClon MaoiCna l de Indus tria 
• Fabrll, T.ext l l, Vpa Tl r y. Anexoa ; Tailor Coloc- 
do SapaEar o a - 0. ITI'-do Lor 1 5a, 

.XVS• -6 . on Francia A. I ,T«: Se-coidn do 

Iniciatiyas Frgryoctca y Sstudiba do las Fedora^ 
clones Ifadohales do Industrie* Typescript, 1946* 

81 SSovlm l onto Liber tar lO ’ a braves do los Cor.firoaos 
y Pianos do la tioiaedls, ^r agoaa, YaiencTb, 
Barcelona » Fdtclones Moviraiento 1ibortarbo 
hispadol on Francis,. n,d* 

La Position dels F.A.I.* • Resolut ion d’un Pieman 
“do la F,A.I» ♦ Brussels 1 Fonseo e t ActIon 1 Y§'37. 

Sohap&roj Alexander, Rapport a ur l^actlvito do la 
Con foderatlon Matlonalo,du T ravail d* Sapagn oT 
r6^)oc0inbro 19d£ 26 Fevrlor 1935. Typescript, 

mimeographed • 

Vdtquez, Mariano R,, Moraoria: r. 0 s Sucosos do Uayo 
do 1937 on Barcelona: Infonne ProsentaHb ber • 


ql.Cocilte Maolonalde la CISM .gT 3bbr¥ lolFcurr Ido 
on CatalunoT Valencia: . feiComilT®~T f &c’IonaTi 

Saylo» . Typescript, 


i 







Iiiemorla Sobre "Acuerdos del ffovl m lento L ibertarlo" : 

” Piono Saclonai del "faovimienEo' Litier^arlo 
RoaTla^ la 

C .W ,T ,-F .A, X Z •Bq'I 11 »L Z Sobre Ajlgunoa P roblem a 
i fondaraenbaleg . Dooumento Ko, 18 . Typescript. 

Mamorla; Indus t ri as de Guerra: Inforeae Sobre la 
Incautocion de’ios ’falT ere g 36^ iaiiWa~dds de> 
Valencia . Documento Bo* 58. .typescript'. 

MoCTor is : SI S.S.M. (SorVlcio do Informaclon 

SllTlbar)7 ' doc'usiendd' fto'.'72. l v ypoaoript, 1938* 

Lie Taor ife; "Industries de Guerra": ’Las Industries 
He AvlaoToh en' fra tallum r 7 fodcumeritd lfd'J7Sr.' 

Two~ reports f"’by the Si’ndicato Industries 
Av:laci<Sn Bareelona fr.If*T. -A.I*T • •* (193 7 ) > 
and El Secretario, Seccion DeCenga, Regional 
de Cataluna (1938),; typescript. 

Meworla; “Poll fcl ea Mllltar":- La U.R.S.&. en 

Esganaj _ y.£oS Woiiico 3 SovTstlcoaen Huea’tro 

Kjer&ii'o 7, ." Un eatudlo re a erva dislmo presentsdo 
alsi" 'Grgan laac Ion fr onfederal de ait'e in tore a 
yednTco^ppyi'gleo* . typescripfci" Documento Rb* 76 

rJeraorla: La C«H.,T »jr la F .AvI. en la Guerra: 
Enoueata T^eSer^laa ' 5ST ‘c^lii^TSaSIsula^ de 
xa F.jf»17":'Sobre "i rnyuda . do Ru3lft; ’Do s Be 3 - 
pueatag de Milil antea frestacafloa'del SoyT- ’■ 
ral^it^*]EJ§r^r^r~ “po cuSenib r ^HT - 0t5T"~^^e- 

scrfpt• V/ri'tten in Barcelona, Valencia, and 
Guixols, June 2-7, 1937, 

M omorla; La 3 "Chekaa" d el Part Ido 0 oatuni ata. 

SdciiSenHoSfoT'ST," SarceTdnaJTxS^.V Typescript. 

?|emorla: “Polltlca en A via cion, de Guerra": Los 
yrluarpa igalnerzoa ' ge'”la,"tTSf.f ."y 
sin d'-LLasMTlcuXtades y 

• Pocup,en^o~¥o7~iB.. . 

Roports frogs '1936-37-. Typpscript* 

,1 • ' • 

Uemorio: La Qbra de la Revol ucion: Lag Colecfci- 
" Yldades'canBpeainair dg^Aragon; - j5atoa~ del Congreao 
&oiiafcltuyento d e'*!i^ 'Peleracl6n de Cblectdvid&daa 
febrero 19j'7 > ’^AlcaHT^T C.onfeAeraclbn ~ 
Regiona l del 'X'raba jq de Aragon, Bio l a y Mavarra, 
1937. . Typescript* 
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ifomorle 3ob ye "Sli^erro r do las Di visi on©a 
gonuiiTsyas on Arafion^ £Xcanis: 6oml^o 
KogiahaiT [d© XCvTT^C* do Aragon], 1937* 
’fyposdript* 


PERIODICAL LITERATURE 


Acolon . Seccion espanola de la. Uevista Intor- 
nacional Aiaarqulata*.i Paris. ' 1923-26# 

Acclon . Baroolona, 1 1930. 

Ac cion Slndical .. Portantveu.do la C,N.T. do 

“ la Comarcal d© Veils, Montblanch. 1937. 

Aoracia. Seroanari© Anarquista. Lorida# 1933-34. 
1356-37. - 

Aglt aclon, Domaytario do los trabajadores. CHT-AI2* 
VlnaroE. 1936# 

A1 Kera on# Publicscion Quinoonal Anarquista Indl- 
vjdualista, Barcelona* 1937# 

SI Amigo dpi Pu eblo # ~ Portavoz do los Amigos da 
Dwyruti, Barcelona• 1937. , 

Anargufe: F.A.I. 1937# 

■y - • ■ 

Ant ore ha . Hoja Cjuinconal do Crltica, Doctrine y 

' Combat©, . 0rga.no dol S. do 0. Manual©a o In- 

toioctualoa (G#H*T.)# Laa Palmas, Canaries# 1936, 

Avancada . Organ del POTJM, Puig-sAlt do Tor. : 1936^37* 

Avance Marino . Oygano del Sindloato do la Plota do 
Poaquora. Paaajjes San Pedro# Ouipuzeoa,. 1936# 


L a Se.ta.lla . Organo dc la Poderae ion Comunlata 
"" IbeFTba (Bloquo Ohroro y Camposino): 1933-35. 
Organo del Partido Obroro do Unifioaoldn 
Marxist©: 1936-36* Barcelona* 

, - i 

Bolotin do la Confe:l©r»cibn Baclonol dol Trabalo. 
~~ Baroelbna. Iir^riirWcH^I^ST'— 

Bolotin of the Fodoraolon nacional do la Industria 
Porroviaria, Rogidn Catalano! A.I.T. C#U.T# 
Barcolona. October 1933. 
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Boletin de Information AIT . Service P» Information ' 
r franca is d© 1 * A 7T7FI fedition special© du 11 
m©i 1937: “Lee jSv4ii©monts do Catalogne 1 ’ . 
published by the Secretariat of AIT in Barcelona,. 

Bolet in de Informaclon CUT AIT FAI , The daily 
typescript* mlmeograpf)icL‘ aharcho-syndicalist 
bulletin. Barcelona., 1936*37. 

Boletin d© la Union General do Tr&bajadorea do 

~ wsSEn&v - 

BUtlleti CUT FAI . Igualada. 1937. 

Butlletl Trlme otral, Published by Consolleria 

h'Bc onoS"fa7"Q oner al It a t do Catalunya. 1936*37. 


Campo Libre . Semanario do loo trabajadores del 
campo* ‘ Madrid. 1835. 

CEFA. Quineonario anarquista* organo do la Colusma 
C*£.F.A, Malaga. 1937* . 

Cenlt • A Toulouse monthly review edited by Federica 
~~Hftontaehy, Jos© Poirata. Jyan Ferrer and gvollo 
Fontaura. 1952-53, ! 

Ciudad y C aapo . Orgeno Confederal y Anarquiaba de 
~Ta 53’"2ona de Cataluna. Tortosa. 1037. 

Clarldad, Daily. Portavos do la U.G.T. Madrid. 

."1936*37. 

COT, ISdrid. 1032*34. 1C38-37. 

C.if.T.. A.X. T. F.A .I. Boletin do In f orma ci on,. ■ 

TSe^ngXlah edition othe TJolefc In' do Iniormac ion 
COT AIT PAX . Barcelona. VZ5&Z5T. ---- 

r * t 

* / 

COT Maritime . Organo del Sindicato Nacional dol 
”^raaporte Maritime. 1837,. 

Combate . Diario Sindicalisba Rovolucionarla: 

Organo do loo Sindicatoa do la Opoeioion en 
la C.If.T. Barcelona. - 1934. 






El Combate Slndicailsta * Valencia* 1933-1936. 

' -Organ '"of" Opposition Syndicateo of Levant©*, 1934* ; • 

Organ© de lbs Sihdlcatos de Opoaicion: 1035-30. . 

El Corn!carlo * Bolotin Dlario del Comiaariado do 
Guerra. Madrid. 193b. 

* ■- ■ ■{ 

Ccmunlsmo * Organo teorieo mensual de la Opoaicion 
Xri t ernacional en.Sspana* Oviedo; Madrid* 

1931-33* 

Crapouillot * Wumero Special: M £»Anarchie M * • *-. 

January 1938. Written by Victor Serge, Alexandre 
Croix and Jean Bernier, 

C«R*I ,A* Bulletin of the Cornision de Belacionea s - 

de la Interna clonal Anarqulsta-* This bulletin 
contains bibliographical information on the 
' international anarchist movement* Baris* 1951-53, 

• f ‘ 

Crisol. Fortavoz d© la Peleracion Comarcal de 

STridicatos Onto os deGuipuzcoa. San. Sebastian, 195B-3S. 

Critlco * Seraanarlo Hucioristlco. Barcelona* 1937, 

Culture liber tar la. . Barcelona* -1932-33.* 

.. .. . - .... j - 

Culture y Ac cion * Organ© d© la Regional do Aragon, 

Rio ja~ y Sfavarra. Aleaniz, 1938-37... 

Cultura y Porvenlr . Olarfn anarqulsta nacldo - 
*~*“™'"del movimiento espanol * Seo de Orgel, 1937. 


ypespertadl Docenario organ© de la Federaclon 
Regional Marltima afocta a'la C.U, del T* 

•Vigo* 1928—30, ’ 

Purrutl * Portavoz del cuartel* Barcelona* 1937* - 

El Eco Ferrovlarlo* Organo de la Secolon de Anda- 

iuoes yde^La" Foderac ion Ha cl onal d© la Indu atria 
• Ferroviaria* Malaga*. 1936. 





r^a tKSSftafc <;*» >-*-**< 



La Edificacion* Organ© do la Federaoion Local de 
Obroroa de la Indu stria do la Edificacion do 
Madrid y suo llmitrofes* 4 UGT monthly* 1929^32* 

Bn jflaroba * Organo do la Confederation Regional. 
Canaria y Portavo© do la C,N.T, Santa Cruz 
d© Tenerife* 1934-35* 

Bstudios Socialoa* Mexico City# I* Ho; 9# September 
-- T571MF7- 

> . * 

/ L 1 Eapagn e AntI fa solate . Edition francaise de "Soll- 

( aarfdaddbrera n T Barcelona; Paris. 1936-37, 
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The Fighting Call (Spanish Workers Bullet i n: Infor- 
mao ion ai"Xa'CllT -Fa|X * London: Fr'eedom "Sroup j 
STaSgoirr A'riti-Parli’ainentai*y Communist Federa¬ 
tion. 1936. 

Fragua doolal * • Organo de la Confedoracion Regional 
del Trabajo de Levant©* 1936* Valencia* 

El Frente. Bolotin de Guerra de la Goluana Durrutl. 
■ “fISa de Ebro. 1936-37. 

Front© Libertario «■ Edit ado por el cmMto de 
~d©fensa» region Centro, Madrid, 1936-37* 

PTuctidor. Organo.del Ateneo Racionalista y de 
“las Tuvontuda a Libertariaa Menorquinas*. 

Mahon. 1935-36. 

Ftterza y Cerebro . Organo de la© tfuventudes Liber- 
ijarias do^Cbrona. 1937 • 


Generalitat de Catalunya, various press communiques 
in French and English* Barcelona* 1936-37* 

Germin al . Organ© dfe la Federacion Local d© Sindi- 
. ; cabos Chicoo* Semanario portavoz de 1© Pede- 
racion Comaroal* Blche * 1936-37,. 

Grondslagen * tJitgavo van hot Hederlandsch Syndi¬ 
calist iach Vakverboad. Amsterdam, 1932-35. 


i 


Guerra dl Claase . Barcelona. 1956-37. 

Guilds de Amig os de Llbroa , Boletin do Infor- 
inaclonos BTbTiografi’caa. 1936. 


Humanismo. Organo de la C *!•?.!?, y de la F.A.I. 
‘drie localldad d© Ripoll. 1936-37, 


Idea© , Portavoz Semanai del Movlmiento Liber- 
tario d© la Comarca del Sajo Llobregat. 

Kospitalet (Barcelona)• 1936*37. 

L 1 Indomable . PortO-parole do la Confederation 
Rationale do ^rjavail ot do la Federation 
Anarchist© Iberiqu©.*: 1937. 

I nternational . Organ of the International Working 

j Men’s Association (I.VJ.M.A.),, Paris, 1936, 

Internationale* The French edition of the above Journal. 

y r-7 r ‘ “ 1 Ml ■ 

Pie Internationale . Organ der Deutaohen Anarcho- 
Syndikallaten• . Published In Barcelona with an 
Amsterdam dateline, 1934-35* 

Internetlone1 Pre s a C orreapondenoe ( Inpreoorr ), 

**”*""* 19 ^^— "39 * , . 


Le Journal de Barcelona . Bulletin Quotidian d’ln- 

f ormatldh ' do Press© de la Generalit© de Cetalogne, 1937 

Juventud Libre ..; Semanario Juvenil Anarquista. Madrid. 


Levlatan . A monthly review edited by Luis Araqulstdin. 

• Madrid. 1935-36* 

Llberaclon . A monthly review edited by Miguel Jimenez 
and others, Barcelona. 1935-36, 

Bl Libertarlo , Semanario. Anarquista. Madrid, 1931-32, 
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Llbre-Studio , Revista de Accion Cultural al 
. Berviclo d® la C,S.T. Valenoia, 1936-38, 

Lines do fu®go « Portavo® de la Oolurana de Hierro^* 

" CK^'-PaI. Puebla de Valverde, 1936. 

La Lucha. Frent© Cnicb d© los Trabajadores, 

BEHrid. 1934 • 

ill L usha dor. Barcelona, 1931-33. 

—****** d u g * . . 

Lug y Pufegga . Pederacibn Maclonal d© la induetria 
de Agua, Gas y Sldctrlcidad. Fortavozd© la 
Confederacion Kacional del Trabajo, Organ© 
de la Fedora©ion de Sihdlcafcos Uricos de 
Ague, Gas y Electrleldad, Barcelona. 1936-37. 

Lus y Vida , Portavoz del Grupo Eapartaco, Giroftella, 1933, J 


i 

Manana . Soviets obrera* Barcelona. 1930-31. 

Material de Dlacua ion Para los Milita n tea de la 
Qonfede racIoxr iva.cl6n'al"' : 5QT~Trabajo de glapana . 
fTP©script, iiimeo'graphod bulletIu“©dXt©d 'by 
Juan Lopez. Milford Haven and Brighton, 

England. 1944-45. 

Mujurea Libres . Madrid. 1936-37, 

Mundo Obrero . Organo Central del. Partido Coiaunlsta, \ 
“ladrldr" 1933. 1936-37. 


Nervlo . A monthly review, Buenos Aires, 1931-36. 

La Slocho , Barcelona. 1936, 

Ho tie! ari d Confederal, lypesioript, sniweogranhed 
bulletin published by "Orupo d® la c.Ji*T'." 
at Milford Haven, England*’ 1945* 

HuevoHumbo . Organo de la Fedora©Ion Local do 
3indicator y Agrupaclones Libertarlas de SIda 
y portavos do la ©omarca. El&a. 1937, 
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SI, Obrero de f la_Tle rra. . Organo aemanal .de la 
“indorselori E apand la da X’raba jadores da la 
Tlerra, Madrid, 1934. Valencia, 1936-37. 

Orl en taelone© Sfetevaa . Organo confederal do ^aa 
Tuirzaa eoonomTcaa y sindieales dal Vallaa 

Oriental.. Granollers. 1957. 

’ ■*. { 

Or to » A monthly review. Valencia. 1932-33. 


El Parapetp . semanario-Confederal del Frent©, 
Organo del Ccaaite Kacional- (Seccion Dofeusa) 
C.E.f A.I.T. Valencia, 1937. 

PlumaLlbr o, Organo d© ; las Juventudaa Libertariaa,' 
Ribasdo Preser. 1936-37,* 

P.Q.U.M. Organo do la seccion do Madrid doi 

'Par tide Obrero do Unificaeion. Marxists. 1930, 

La Proteata . Semanarlo Anarquiata. 1936. 

Pueblo Libre , Organo do la Fedoracton Local do 
3Indiestos Unices. Suooo.. 1937* . 


Reconatrucolon Organo dol Movimiento Libertario 
Eepahol an Oran Bra tana. London. 194Cf, ' 

Redoneion . S©manorio anarquiata. Alcoy, 1930. 

Rofle.loa. S@manar.io Obrero Organo da la Casa del 
Pueblo (tr,O.Tj, . Hovelda * 1936, 

Reviata Blan ca. Barcelona. 1930-36, Prom 1933, 

““ "weekly; before 1933, fortnightly. 

La Revolution Bspagnole . Edition francaise bi- 
menauolio du Parti Ouvrier d»Unificafcion ■ 

Marxist© d»E3pagne (P.O.U.M.)/% Barcelona. 1936-37 

Ruta. Organo do las Juventudos Lib® rta rifts de 
Cataluna i Barcelona, ,1936-37. 













Sombrer* Organ© ftpn&Al d© la Goinaroal Via* Tex’, 
ylrosser*. 1933* 

St ndieallara© * Organ© da’la Fadoraeife Sindioalieta 
“trlbarfearia * Barcelona} 1$S3-S4* Velsnoia; 

1034*35 « 

golldaridad* . Di&rlo do los frabaj adores, B&rq©* 

XonB # 1r " 1.034 * 

Solld&rifl ad* Sessanari© drgano da la Ccnfodora©Ion 

’’ r '" ; lw«Jonftl del %abaj© da Asturias, Lao n. f 
Valencia* 0i jon * 1S51^5S« 

Solidaridad , Senanarlp organ©.do la Conf©deracion 
'^egTonal. Gala-lod» 3*4 0 ©runa. ' 1935*38* 

aoiIdarIdea- ob rera, ; Organ© da la Confederaci^a 

. Itogional 1 d^'lfr&bsja da Oat.aiuna,* Barcelona * . 
1031-37* 

Solidsridad Oferera * . Sestasrl© ©rg&»© da la Can* 
l%6.©mGA©n‘lI©gional Oalilcai La Comma* 

1931*34* 193Q.. 

: 36lld6rldad Qbrara , Organ.© do lea Sindlcatoa do 

" Meiva’y au proylnela afooto© a la Confederaoifitt 
Ha clonal del 'Praha jo* Huelva*, 1930* 

Oolldaridad Qbrora . Grgano do la Confoderaoion 

^'a^gXiSnai TivSutina .* .' Veleaneiai AXeosf* 1031* • 
1033, 1956* 

SI .Sov iet * So&jooario do ©posicion cosiunlsfca do 
lilul©rta.5 Bdrceload* -1081-33* 

Dio foozlai© Heyplufeien- * Organ der Sontscheii dnarcho- 
”™B3^Kifea 11 a ton isi i&us land * Stockholm » January 1054. 

Spain at g/ar * London, ^dit© , by Charles .Puff, 1933* 

Spanish 3ol®t£n_ q£Infonmcldn 0 . 17 ,T.-? *&,.I >* a.1*T» 

;'■lis@gw, r Im: ", . ... ™ ^“' : "" m ' n ' ,l " T ' 

Suplwaenfro &e, gifted y Libor tad * Barcelona* 1933-34, 
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Terra Lllur© . Bare©lone, 1966* 

Terre Libre* Organ© da la Federation Anarchist© 

3e languo Frangais® (F.A.F*)• Himes* 1957-38, 

Tiemcoa ITuevoa * . Barcelona. 1934, 1938-37, 

La Tlerra , I4adrid, 1938* 1934., 

Tlerra y Libortad . The PAI weekly, Barcelona* 1931-37 

Timor. Sinteais de Oriertacion Politico-Social, 

“""Tirst seriess Barcelona, 1939, Second eeriest 
Buenos Aires, 1939-40, Monthly* 

.. Treball ,■' Organ del partlt Socialista Unifieat 
3e“"Cat alunya (adherit a la Interna clonal 
Ccasualsta) *■ Barcelona*' 1936-37* 

Trabajo . Portavoz de la Foderaclon C ossa real 
'Soriana Afecte a la C ohf e dor a cion Ka clonal 
del Trabajo* Soria* 1935* 


UGT-GfcT * Orgaao del Gomite Bnlficado* Valencia, 1936* 
Umbra 1 . Special UUiaber. No. S3, November 19, 1938, 


Vanguard. A Libertarian Communist Journal. Hew 
YorK. 1935-36* 

La V©rdad* Published by Grupo Cultural Luz. 

.""Ym'ajoyoaa, 1938-33. 

Vertical' * Setimanri bilingue, 3rgan de la Federaoio 
Local de Sindicats de Sabadell* 1933-34* . 

Via Libre * Villanueva y Gelfcrd* 1933-34* 

Vida Hueva , Organo de las Juventudes liberfearlas 
del alto y bajo panadea* Portavoz de la C,B.T, 

, y de la P*A-*I* Villanueva y Geltru, 1936-37* 

Vida y Trabajo * Bole tin Radons lists * Madrid*. 1933-34, 

ybe Voloeof Spain . London* Edited by Charles Duff* 
1B39-4T. I■ 






ARTICLES 


Abad de Santillan A Diego,. "Socialisation do la 
Economia Bapanoia porp-os Sin&ioafcos y Co* 
leotividadea Agrarias 0 IndU strialea" , La 
Campana , I* Ho* 00 (August 1940) # ppi S5P70, 

Andrade, Juan* ’"The Anarchist a in the Spanish 

Revolution", The PihebS , September 1936* pp. 205*07 

Andrade* Juan; tropes, Juan; Prieto, Horeclo} and 
Others* "Ensuesta Sobre el Panorama Espaftal" , 
Peninsular (Paris), Ho, 2 (March-April 1950), 

■ ppTFMT : 


Bernard, P,* "La obra de la Itevolucion EspanolaS 
La C.KiT, se incline por el aando unioo" , . 
Unlveroo , No. 13 (May 1*. 1948), pp, 72-81, 


Barrio, Jose del, "The Anarchist Leaders Contin¬ 
uing Their Treacherous Policy", International 
Press Correspondence , XV, No* 8 (February 23, 
PP* 


, "The Anarchists and the Revolutionary 
Movement in Catalonia 11 , ibid, , XV, No* 4 i 
(January 26, 1935), pp. ®6*W* 

Curtiss, John 3,, "The Soviet Onion and the Spanish 
War", The Asiorican Quartorly on t he Soviet U nion, 
I, HoIT’(janua^‘T9B^rr''pFr~H0-^7. 


"Bel Desarrollo de las Ideas Anarquico-CoIsctivistas 
en Sspana", Rev lata So cial, IV', Hoa. 146*48,. 
March 20-April 5,1684. 


"Del llacimiento de las Ideas Anarcjuico-Colectivlstas 
en Sspana", Rev 1sta Social , IV, Nos. 134-43, 
December 27,"IsO^-^ebruary 28, 1864, 


Gilabert, A,0,, "El Congress de la C. y.T.", 

Liberacifoi , Ho, 10 (June 1026), pp. 308*08; 

Ildefonso Grons&l© z , A,, "II Moviitiento Libertarlo 
Spagnuolo" Volfonta , VI, Nos. 6*10/ll, May 15* 
December 15, 1952, This series of articles has 
recently been published in pamphlet form* II 
Lovimento Libertarlo,Spagn uolo . Naples: 


9 








O 


O 


o 




Jimenez de A suet, Luis, “The First Yeas? of the 
Spanish Republic”* Foreign Affairs, X, Mo. 4 
(JUly 1932)*- pp, SSlT^fS. ‘ 


Lacroix, Henri, “La Crisis do la C.K.fComualsrao, 

II, Ho. 13 (June 1932), pp. 20-24. “ r, ~ 

Lehning, Arthur- M., “pe Spaahsch© RevOlutio", . 

Orondslagen , I, Ho. 4 (July 1932).,-pp* 73-96. 

, "Do Spaanache Verkiezlngen ©n do Crisis 
"3er Republiek", ibid. , II, Mo. 6 (1933), pp. 121-25. 

, “Be Qpstand in Spanje”, ibid., Ill, flo.l 

" TT034),' pp. 1-16. ' *"—T . 

, “Cotalonie ©h do 'Op-Stand In Spanjo' 1 , ibid.,- 
13T, Mo* 5/6 (1934)* PP. 97-10.3, —r- 

, “Roaktibn und- Revolution in Spanish" * 

Pie internetiAnal©, I* Bo.-.S (October-Sfoveteber, 
pw)7ppT?^r 

. "Bronan'a Draad van Ariadne"» Liberttaage 
rSSsterdaia)', VI (December 1948) , ppV 63-72.. a 
review of the Dutoh edition of The Spanish 
Labyrinth . 

I^pez, Juan, “Los Prihoiploa Libertarioa Ant© ia 
Politics Espa&ola", Material de Diao usion Para 
. lea Mllltantes de la G onf aderablon Maclonal 
de E3pana7 Ootava Serie (February 15, 1946)pp• 25-40. 

_» "Rocordatorio: La Hiatoria Bo Bebe Repe- 

Hirse'', ibid. , Ouarta Serie (April 20, 1045)* pp. 17-27. 

Molina y Fabregat, K., “Las doa tendencies cone- 
tistas", CoBlUhismo, I, Mo. 5 ( Gct&er 1-931), 
pp. 22-237 *— w — 

Mottlau, Max* "Xmpraslonea aobre el deaarrollo del 
soelallsmo on Eapana", lie vista Blanca, H, . 

Bos. 127-143, Septeraber - !, loas^ay 1, 1926. 

Kin, Andres, “La liuelga general de Barcelona", 

. . Comuniamo . I, Wo., 5 ( October 1031)* pp* 17-18. 

J>6rez y FlrOs, ^“Las Ramas y ©1 Tronco", Material 
d e Dlscuaidn. . . , Segunda Seri© (January "BI* 

1945), pp* 13-15* 


I 



499 . 





Richards, Vernon (V.R.), "Lessons of the Spanish 
Revolution", Freedom , XIII, Nos, 29-51, July 
19-December 20, 1952, 

Roig Fatarella, Jaime, "Las lecciones politlcas 
del alzamiento del Llobregat", Comunisiao , 

II, No. 9 (February 1932), pp. 16-19• 

Toryho, Jacinto, "Bosquejo del periodp prerrevo- 
lucionario", Timon, No. 4 (October 1938), 
pp, 74-130. “ v 

Trotsky, Leon, "La Revolution EspaSola ai Dla", 

Comunlsmo , I, No. 5 (October 1931), pp, 9-14. 







ii 

r 

i 


! 


v 

I 


